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Spring greetings to all of you! I just returned from a 
week on the mountain to escape COVID-19 and can 
report that despite sunny yet unseasonably cool 
weather, flora is bursting forth on its own schedule. 
White and purple blossoms are everywhere! 
 
Nature, both good and bad, has been the theme of the 
last quarter. As documented in several articles inside 
this interesting and colorful issue of Skylines, the 
development experienced the extremes of fire and ice 
within weeks of each other. Both were unusual.  
 
 

 

SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 

*** COVID-19 Update *** 
 

 

Advisor to the Board, Jon Cayer is looking closely at 
two possible routes and would use our veteran road 
contractor to make them passable. Our goal is to 
have a usable, alternate escape route ready this 
summer.  
 
The recent fire added urgency to our efforts, long 
stymied by intractable contractor problems, to repair 
the lower lake and ensure its availability as an 
emergency water source for fire fighting. We have 
expanded the contractor search to nearby counties 
and may secure the Stanley Fire Department’s 
agreement to drain the lake before repairs begin. 
 

Finally, for those of you with residences in Skyline 
Lakes, I offer a word about the raging pandemic. 
As of late April, Page County ranked in the lowest 
category of COVID-19 infections by county 
statewide. See link below for more information: 
  

https://page-county-coronavirus-response-
pagecounty.hub.arcgis.com/ 

 

Also, as you well know, Skyline Lakes is more 
remote than all population centers within the 
County. These facts, along with the authority 
contained in the Governor’s Executive Order of 
March 30, 2020, to not  leave your residence ”due 
to a reasonable fear for health and safety . . . “ 
means that your home in Skyline Lakes may serve 
as an attractive, alternative residence at this time.* 
  

* Commonwealth of Virginia, Office of the Governor, 

Executive Order 55, March 30, 2020, Temporary Stay At 
Home Order Due to Novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), p. 2.   

 
After a fairly dry winter, the March 10-12 brush fire 
along Tanner’s Ridge Road one-half mile short of the 
Skyline Lakes entrance was the most serious fire 
threat to the community that I’ve seen in the last 50 
years.  The combined effort of four fire departments 
and the Page County Sheriff’s Office to control the fire 
was magnificent and timely. Fortunately, the 
development was spared. (See the article Danger on 
the Mountain on page two for complete details.)   
 
The fire propelled the Board to identify and clear an 
emergency egress route(s) out of Skyline Lakes to 
supplement our single entrance/exit. New M&I 
xxxxxxxx 
 
 

Best wishes for your good health, 
 

Eugene Skotzko 
President 
 

 Brush fire, March 10-12       Snow & 26 degrees, April15 
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SLPA Board Information 

 

Board of Directors 

Gene Skotzko, PRESIDENT 
(703) 939-7624 

eskotzko@verizon.net 
 

Regina Austin, VICE PRESIDENT  
(540) 778-3486 

 

Beth Cayer, SECRETARY 
(540) 778-1427 

bethcayer@hotmail.com 
 

Mary Russell, TREASURER 
(540) 252-5259 

SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Jon Cayer, M&I ADVISOR 
(540) 778-1427 

     SkylineMaintImp@gmail.com 
 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

How to Contact SLPA 
 

 Address: SLPA, P.O. Box 427, Stanley, VA 22851 
 
 

 Main E-mail: Board@skylinelakes.org 
 
 

 Website:  https://www.skylinelakes.org/ 
 
 

 Newsletter:  SkylineLakesNewsletter@gmail.com 
 
 

 Treasurer:  SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 
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Jimmy Painter 
(540) 778-3141 

jphunt4ever@aol.com 
 

Crystal Liebenow 
(703) 981-0580 

cliebenow@comcast.net 
 

Donnie Keyser 
(540) 742-2948 

donniekeyser@hotmail.com 
 

Andy Kent 
(703) 929-2481  

Andy.kandk 
waterproofing@gmail.com  

 

 Evans Painter 
(540) 778-3894 

 

* Annual meeting time moved to 1pm for consistency.  

Rose Long 
(540) 244-2042 

rlljel01.11.2011@gmail.com 

 

Danger on the Mountain 
Tanners Ridge Wildfire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

On March 10, 2020 at approximately 1:20pm 
residents of Skyline Lakes lost power.  At that same 
time, full time resident, Mark Wolsky was watching 
the strong winds across several mountain ranges 
that can be seen from his deck, facing New Market 
Gap.  Suddenly he saw a stream of smoke rise from 
the forest on the saddle between Mt. Chapman and 
Tanners Ridge Road - near the entrance to Skyline 
lakes.  He recognized that a wildfire had just started 
and he called 911 at 1:27pm.  It was the first call. 

Forest Fire, photo taken on Tracey Drive in Skyline Lakes. 

 

According to Stanley Fire Chief, Terry Pettitt, a pine 
tree was blown down onto a power line, sparking the 
forest fire.  With the dry brush, the fire spread fast, and 
jumped across Tanners Ridge Road, toward the town 
of Stanley, in the valley.  This was technically a brush 
fire, as trees were not burned completely.  Instead, 
the fire burned everything in its path at a height of 
approximately 3 feet. 
 
Page County Sheriff's Office closed Tanners Ridge 
Road until further notice.  Residents were advised to 
either shelter in place or evacuate through the back 
entrance to Shenandoah National Park.   
 
 

 
Stanley Fire Department, Company 24, first on the scene. 

 
Fire started a half mile south of Skyline Lakes entrance. 

Crews with the Shenandoah National Park Fire 
Fighters, Virginia Dept. Of Forestry, Stanley Fire 
Department, Luray Fire Department and Page County 
Sheriff’s Office all responded to the fire.  This was a 
well-organized and well-coordinated effort by all that 
participated.  The residents of Skyline Lakes are 
grateful for their speed, skill and dedication.   

  
Fire burning, then charred remains (photo by Beth Cayer). 

The winds died down by Tuesday evening, but the fire 
was still not contained.  The following day, fire crews 
began to back burn, where controlled fires are started 
to burn fuel in the path of the wildfire, in an effort to 
choke out the fire.  Bulldozers were also deployed to 
dig trenches as another mitigation strategy. The 
techniques worked.  By Thursday morning, March 12, 
2020, the fire was declared to be OUT.   

The fire started from a downed powerline and spread 
by high winds.  It burned 24 acres of private, wooded 
land.  No structures were damaged or in danger of 
being burned, thanks to the quick response from our 
local heroes. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Corner 

Can I Reduce My HOA 

Fees by Combining 

my Lots?  No 

Visit the HOA website,  
Treasurer’s Corner, for details: 

https://www.skylinelakes.org 

mailto:eskotzko@verizon.net
mailto:bethcayer@hotmail.com
mailto:SLPATreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:Board@skylinelakes.org
https://www.skylinelakes.org/
mailto:SkylineLakesNewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:SLPATreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:jphunt4ever@aol.com
mailto:cliebenow@comcast.net
mailto:donniekeyser@hotmail.com
mailto:rlljel01.11.2011@gmail.com
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Mountain Recipe 
Rose’s Vegetable Pizza 

Ingredients 
 

2 packs of Philadelphia cream cheese 
1 cup of mayo 
1 pack of Hidden Valley ranch powder 
2 rolls of crescent rolls 
 
Your choice of chopped veggies (carrots, 
cauliflower, broccoli, peppers, black olives, 
onions, etc.)  

Instructions 
 

Preheat oven according to crescent roll 
directions. Roll out crescent rolls on baking 
sheet and bake until golden brown. Let cool.   
Mix cream cheese, Hidden Ranch powder 
and mayonnaise, then spread the mixture 
over cooled, baked crescent rolls. Top with 
your choice of chopped veggies.  Cut and 
serve. 
 
 

 

 

 

With the recent fire scare, we wanted to 
include a checklist from Firewise© for our 
residents in hopes of reducing the chance of a 
fire spreading to your cabin, should we be 
threatened by another wildfire. 

 

Recipe Contributor: Rose Long 

We’d love to hear from you!  We are looking for historical stories, 
articles about nature – contribute to the Life on the Mountain series.  
Or, if you have a favorite recipe you’d like to share, just email us at:  
 

SkylineLakesNewsletter@gmail.com 
 

Have Something to Contribute? 
 

  
Flicker 

Life on the Mountain 
Spring Cleaning and Nesting Birds 
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Its Springtime! Time to pull out the patio furniture 
and power-wash the deck.  But WAIT!  Before you 
power-wash the deck, check for nesting birds.   

 

Spring is the start of the breeding season for most of 
our North American birds. They pair up with mates, 
build nests, lay eggs, raise their young, and then some 
of them repeat the cycle — as many as three times.  
 

Eastern Phoebe nest on deck post in Skyline Lakes. 

 

There are some things 
that you can do to assist 
your backyard birds at 
this busy time of year. 
 

Provide water for 
bathing and drinking.  
Fresh water is the most 
important need for your 
birds.  Your birdbath 
may be the first place in 
your yard a parent bird 
takes its offspring. Lots 
of family-style bathing 
takes place at summer 
birdbaths, and young 
xxx 
 

Eastern Phoebe with moss. 

birds can be dependent upon the only water source 
they know. So, keep your bath filled and clean. Make 
sure the average water depth is less than three inches. 
Birds appreciate shallow water. 
 

Provide nest boxes or bird houses. It may seem 
obvious, but a well-placed nest box can mean the 
difference between nesting success and failure for a 
cavity-nesting bird. It’s hard for many species to 
compete with starlings and house sparrows, which 
can take all the best cavities. 
 

Don’t mow all your meadows or brushy areas 
between late April and mid-August. This means that 
field sparrows, prairie warblers, meadowlarks, and 
other birds can nest in peace.  
 
Continue to feed high-protein foods such as 
mealworms, peanuts, seeds and suet. Don’t stop 
feeding your birds. Energy-packed foods such as 
those listed above will lure your backyard birds (and 
their young) to your feeders. These young birds will 
learn at an early age where your feeders are.   

Warning: Bears enjoy bird seed as well, so 
Skyline Lakes residents may want to bring out 
their bear-proof bird feeders, as described and 
recommended in the July 2019 Newsletter. 

With a little time and effort, you can enrich your bird 
watching and help keep your birds happy and healthy. 

 

 
Black bear stealing a bird feeder.  

Article adopted from Bill Thompson, III | Editor, Bird Watcher's Digest  
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Life on the Mountain 
The Elusive Morel Mushroom 
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They say April showers bring May flowers.  But they 
also bring morel mushrooms.  You cannot find 
these gems in any grocery store.  Instead, you must 
find them in the wild.  Residents here on the 
mountain look forward to harvesting them every 
spring.  But when exactly do you find them? 
 
There is a five-week window, which begins when the 
soil temperature reaches above 50 degrees and 
there is enough moisture to stimulate growth of the 
morels.  That tends to be as early as late March and 
lasts into late May.  But peak morel harvesting in 
Skyline Lakes is April, although it’s been a cold April 
with snow multiple times, so May would be the peak 
month for 2020.  Ok, where do you find them? 
 

Morels seem to grow best around yellow poplars, 
ashes, elms and oaks.  Morels also often thrive 
under one shrub in particular – the spicebush which 
typically form dense thickets.  But in general, look 
for morels around dead trees, either standing or 
those that have fallen, and in moist, shaded areas. 
 

 
Morel mushroom photographed in Skyline Lakes. 

Morels, like many edible mushrooms, should not be 
eaten raw. They should also be washed well before 
cooking.  Residents like to sauté’ morels in butter and 
then add them to egg dishes such as omelets.  
Another scrumptious way to enjoy them is to serve 
sautéed morels with venison or wild turkey burgers.  
I made a mushroom sauce with butter, garlic and 
lemon and topped halibut filets with it. 

 

 

For accurate identification, the National Audubon 
Society’s Field Guide to Mushrooms, is a very handy 
book for both experienced and veteran fungi 
enthusiasts.  This guide features 762 color pictures of 
various species and details of a mushroom’s 
appearance, edibility, season, habitat, and range.   
For more information: www.audubon.org/national-
audubon-society-field-guides. 
 
 

 

Finding these elusive mushrooms can be thrilling but 
if you are on public lands (national park or a Wildlife 
Management Area), you can only harvest morels for 
personal use.  Gathering for commercial purposes is 
prohibited, without a permit.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But if you are harvesting on your property in Skyline 
Lakes, you can use them for personal or commercial 
purposes.  In fact, morels can fetch up to $85 a pound!  
So, enjoy the hunt and the spoils. 
 
 

Internet image of a Spicebush. 

Gathering of mushrooms on public 
land is allowed for personal use.  

Gathering for commercial purposes is 
prohibited, without a permit. 

 

Article adopted from Bruce Ingram, “The Morel: Virginia’s Favorite 
Mushroom,” Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries. 

 

Life on the Mountain 
Hard Freeze Kills Apples Buds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

Its Springtime and the green flora are climbing up the 
mountains.  Leaves are forming, early wildflowers are 
in bloom, and the apple trees are full of buds in 
Skyline Lakes.  Then, on April 15, temperatures 
dropped to below 26 degrees Fahrenheit and Mother 
Nature dropped 3 inches of snow on the mountain.   
 

Freezing temperatures can be devastating to apple 
buds.  The chart below illustrates the growth stages 
of an apple bud, and at what temperatures the buds 
can be killed, resulting in a reduced apple crop. 
 

Judging from the images below and the apple 
blossom buds in the photo to the right, its estimated 
that the Skyline Lakes buds are in development stage 
6 – Full Pink.  According to the chart, 10% bud kill 
occurs at 28 degrees and 90% bud kill at 25 degrees 
for stage 6.  With morning temperatures of 26 
degrees, at the lower end of the range, its estimated 
that 75% of the buds may have been killed. 
 

This drop in the available apples will adversely affect 
the food supply for deer, bear, and other animals.  
Perhaps Mother Nature will make up for it in July with 
an explosion of wild blackberries and raspberries.  

 
Frozen apple blossom buds in Skyline Lakes. 

 

 
Source: Washington State University Puyallup Research and Extension Center.  

http://www.audubon.org/national-audubon-society-field-guides
http://www.audubon.org/national-audubon-society-field-guides

