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After a late start due to equipment problems, our 
veteran road contractor, Cody Bosley, began the 
annual road maintenance campaign in late July.  The 
plan is to pick up where last year’s work ended with a 
focus on the main routes, roads with full-time 
residents, and those lesser-used roads not treated for 
years.  Recent heavy rains have eroded a few spots 
and the 410 tons of gravel recently deposited at the 
entrance will be put to good use. 
 
Emergency egress route update – The need for 
emergency egress remains as does the threat from 
another brush fire like what occurred last March.  M&I 
has identified a potential route on the north side of the 
development branching off of Lake View Drive that 
would lead to VDOT-maintained Tanner’s Ridge 
Road.  Currently, the proposed route is rudimentary 
and needs both widening and grading, something our 
road contractor will address.  We will also have to 
negotiate a right of way with at least one outside 
landowner over whose property the proposed route 
would pass.  I hope to update this for you soon. 
 
Arrears collections – I’m pleased to report that our 
Treasurer, Mary Russell, working with the 
Association’s legal counsel, Reed and Reed, P.C. of 

Luray, has collected over $32,000 in delinquent lot 
xxx 

Regards,  
 

Eugene Skotzko 
President  
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SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 

Annual Meeting 
This year’s annual meeting will be held at 1 
pm on Saturday, 19 September 2020.  Due to 
COVID-19 concerns, it will be held 
OUTDOORS near the bathhouse with 
appropriate social distancing and NO FOOD 
afterward.  See page three for details. 
 

 
 

 
Chinese Peony, blooming 

in Pete Foster’s yard. 
 
 

Please see the Association website (skylinelakes.org) 
and page three of this newsletter for more details on 
how we intend to conduct this important meeting 
safely.  Despite the absence of food, especially the 
Commonwealth’s best gas station fried chicken, I 
sincerely hope all of you will come as we review the 
past year and make plans for the future.   
 
Finally, I want to note the retirement of Evans Painter 
from the Board after more than 30 years of service.  
Evans has been a valued and steady hand in 
Association governance.  His experience and 
common sense will be missed, as will his irrepressible 
humor that has often smoothed the road through 
difficult times.  Thank you, Evans! 
 
 
 

Mid-summer greetings to 
everyone!  Skyline Lakes is 
quiet, lush, and green these 
days as I just saw during a 
long weekend there.  As 
usual, temperatures are 
running about eight 
degrees below the valley 
floor and it’s a wonderful 
retreat from the heat and 
noise of the city. 
 

assessment fees and other debts since January.  The 
Board is actively considering how to reinvest these 
funds in the community to improve our infrastructure.  
Among other proposals is the construction of a 
permanent pavilion (hanger) where community-wide 
events such as the annual membership meeting could 
be held.  I look forward to discussing these proposals 
with you in September at the annual meeting. 
 
 

http://www.skylinelakes.org/
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SLPA Board Information 
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The 2020 election ballot is included in this newsletter.  The ballot can be mailed or brought to the annual 
meeting, September 19, 2020, 1pm, Skyline Lakes Bathhouse.  Please note that if you are mailing your 
ballot, we must receive it by September 18, 2020, for it to be counted.   

2020 Annual Elections 

Rose Long 
 

Rose Long, an incumbent board member, is 
married to Jason Long with two boys, Joey and 
Daven. They live in Luray and spend many 
weekends on the mountain. The Long family 
has been on the mountain before most of us 
hence why the mountain range along Parkline 
Road is called Long Ridge. She is interested in 
preserving our community for future generations 
and working together on keeping the cost at a 
minimum. One of her interests is photography of 
wildlife and scenery.  But mostly she LOVES 
ponds, fish management, flower gardening and 
feeding the birds, especially the Hummingbirds. 

 

Member Elections – Candidate Biographies 

Crystal Liebenow 
  

An incumbent Board member, Crystal has a home 
here in Skyline Lakes on Suzanne Road. She has 
operated a land management company for nearly 
20 years in Warrenton, VA. She is a retired nurse 
and is an active member of the community. Due 
to her efforts on the Board of Directors, we have 
convinced the electric company to come maintain 
the lines in the community to more adequately 
secure electricity during storms, and worked with 
the GIS Department of Page County to number 
every house in Skyline Lakes and provide 
reflective road signs so that emergency personnel 
could more easily and quickly respond to 
residents, in case of emergency. 

Dave Opper 
 

Dave is a retired financial services executive who spent the majority of his career in Charlotte, NC 
before retiring in 2014, settling in Charlottesville, VA with his wife Debbie.  Both Debbie and Dave 
spend considerable time at their cabin in Skyline Lakes, after renovating the cabin Dave’s parents 
constructed in 1970.  Clifford and Patty Opper purchased their lot(s) in 1968, making them one of the 
initial development property owners.  His Dad invested a significant amount of time helping Skyline 
Lakes establish the property-holders association back in the early 70s.  More recently, Dave was 
asked to assist in reviewing Board operating policies and procedures as an advisor to the Board.  
Back in Charlottesville, Dave has been active serving on several non-profit Boards, including the 
Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Virginia, where Dave is a UVA alumnus.  He also serves 
as Treasurer for the homeowner association where Debbie and Dave reside.  He has a strong interest 
in maintaining the unique charm and natural beauty of Skyline Lakes, particularly since his family has 
been a part of this community for over 50 years. 

 

 

Board of Directors 
Gene Skotzko, PRESIDENT 

(703) 939-7624 
eskotzko@verizon.net 

 

Regina Austin, VICE PRESIDENT  
(540) 778-3486 

 

Beth Cayer, SECRETARY 
(540) 778-1427 

bethcayer@hotmail.com 
 

Mary Russell, TREASURER 
(540) 252-5259 

SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Regina Austin, M&I CO-CHAIR 
(540) 778-3486 

         Maint@skylinelakes.org 
 

Donnie Keyser, M&I CO-CHAIR 
(540) 742-2948 

donniekeyser@hotmail.com 
 

 

Crystal Liebenow 
(703) 981-0580 

cliebenow@comcast.net 
 

Andy Kent 
(703) 929-2481  

Andy.kandkwaterproofing@gmail.com  
 

 

Evans Painter 
(540) 778-3894 

 

Rose Long 
(540) 244-2042 

rlljel01.11.2011@gmail.com 

 

 

Calendar of Events * 

 

* Always consult our website for changes to our 

meeting schedule.  We have had to make last minute 
changes while following COVID-19 guidelines. 

 

 

How to Contact SLPA 
 

 Address: SLPA, P.O. Box 427, Stanley, VA 22851 
 
 

 Main E-mail: Board@skylinelakes.org 
 

 Website:   Skylinelakes.org 
 

 Newsletter:  SkylineLakesNewsletter@gmail.com 
 

 Treasurer:  SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 M&I Chair:  Maint@skylinelakes.org 
 

Treasurer’s Corner 

“Notice of the time, date, and place of each meeting of the board 
of directors or of any subcommittee or other committee of the 
board of directors shall be published where it is reasonably 
calculated to be available to a majority of the lot owners.” 

Notice of Board Meetings 

Thank You, Evans Painter! 
 

Evans Painter, 30+ year resident and board member, has decided not to run for another 3-year term.  
The Board would like to thank Evans for his decades of support on the board.  His insights and 
experience from a career in the construction business have been invaluable to the M&I Committee.  
  

We wish Evans and Emogene all the best in their retirement. 

Jimmy Painter 
(540) 778-3141 

jphunt4ever@aol.com 
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Mountain Recipe - Honey Bacon Baked Beans 

 

These baked beans are sticky, salty [from the delicious bacon!] 

and sweet and a perfect addition to your BBQ or picnic. 
 

Ingredients: 
 

4 slices thick cut bacon, cut into cubes 

1/2 cup chopped yellow onion 

1 (16 ounce) can pinto beans, drained and rinsed 

1 (16 ounce) can white beans, drained and rinsed 

1 (16 ounce) can dark red kidney beans, drained and rinsed 

2 tbsp honey 

1/2 cup water 

2/3 cup ketchup 

1/3 cup molasses 

1/3 cup packed brown sugar 

1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce  

1 tablespoon yellow mustard 

 

 

 

- Prep Time: 15 minutes 

- Cook Time: 1 hour 

- Servings: 8-10 servings 

 

Instructions: 
 

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 

2. Place bacon in a large cast iron or other oven safe skillet. 

3. Cook over medium heat until browned and most fat is rendered. 

4. Remove the bacon. 

5. Cook the onion in the bacon fat until caramelized and brown. 

6. Pour out the excess bacon fat 

7. Add the bacon back into the pan. 

8. Add in the beans and the rest of the ingredients. 

9. Cover tightly and cook in the oven for 1 hour. 

 Recipe Contributor: Jon Cayer   

Annual Meeting and Social [Distancing] 
September 19, 2020, 1pm at the Bathhouse 

The Annual Meeting will be held this year, with social distancing and NO FOOD or DRINKS.  Please 
refrain from bringing a covered dish.  We felt it was the safest course of action to avoid physical contact 
(everyone handling utensils to serve food, etc.)   Agenda will include the Annual Report, provided by the 
President and Treasurer, and the 2020 election vote count, followed by the announcement of 
winners.  Please adhere to the following guidelines: 

• If you are not feeling well, please stay home. 
• Meeting will be held outside at the Skyline Lakes Bathhouse.  
• We will have a tent to provide some shade. 
• Please maintain 6 feet distance from persons not in your party. 
• Masks are not required when social distancing outside. 
• Bring a lawn chair and a favorite beverage for yourself (no sharing) 
• Virginia is in Phase 3, which allows gatherings of 250 or less 

https://www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/ 

 

 

 
 
 

Proposed M&I Road Campaign for 2020 
 

• Pick up where we left off last year with grading and graveling when we ran out of funds.  (We added 
$10k more to the M&I budget from savings in 2019 and still ran out of funds before finishing.)  

• Grade primary hills (Iron Hill, Glick’s Hill, hill on Park Heights near entrance.) 

• Clear at least 6 culverts that are blocked with debris. 

• Install speed bump at the stop sign near the entrance.  (approved in 2019) 

• Trim vegetation along the roads and fill potholes. 

• The project includes ~410 tons of gravel plus labor cost, which is estimated at $21k.   

 

 

 

 

Security Measures 
 

 

 

Donate Online! 
 

 

Did you know the SLPA spends 75-80% of its annual revenue on road maintenance? 
...and it’s never enough! 

 
But every year a few generous owners donate to the SLPA by mailing in a check.  These donations are  
 

 

vital in helping fill gaps in revenue.  To that end, we have introduced online 
donations, using PayPal.  You can donate using your PayPal account or a 
credit/debit card.  We hope this makes donating easier and more 
convenient.  Please visit our website and consider making a donation 
today.   Thank you in advance!    skylinelakes.org 

  

 

 

 

Remember the Frozen Apple Blossoms 

from the April 2020 Newsletter? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On April 15, 2020, the temperatures dropped to below 26 degrees 
Fahrenheit, causing the apple blossoms in Skyline Lakes to freeze. 
According to research at Washington State University, up to a 90% kill 
rate resulted.  An informal survey taken at the July quarterly meeting of 
those with apple trees said they had a 90 to 99% apple loss.  

Board Business:  Initiatives, Priorities and Status 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emergency Egress 
 

The proposed route needs both widening and 
grading, which our road contractor will address.  We 
will also have to negotiate a right of way with at least 
one outside landowner over whose property the 
proposed route would pass. 

Lake Repairs 
 

Little Meadows Lake’s drainpipe is rusted and 
leaking water through the back hillside.  
Eventually the lake will empty, just like the 
Lehman pond has.  We are evaluating 
proposals and contractors to repair the lake. 

Goozle Austin Lane 
 

We are in the approval process of renaming Cherry 
Tree Lane up to Jonah Thomas Lane to “Goozle 
Austin Lane” in honor of Goozle and all his hard work 
over the years for the association.  
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Life on the Mountain 
Oldest Cabin in Skyline Lakes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

Elmer Lloyd Breeden was born in 1902 and Nealie 
Jane Cave was born in 1903.  Elmer and Nealie 
married and then built this cabin in circa 1922, making 
it nearly 100 years old.  They went on to have eight 
children – most of whom lived in this cabin as children.   
 

The Breeden cabin had no electricity or running water, 
but its location was well-planned, as there is still a small 
stream right next to the cabin, offering fresh water for 
washing and cooking.   

Elmer died in 1984 at the age of 81, and Nealie died in 
1991 at the age of 88.  They had 8 children, 25 
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren.  Their  8 
children, all deceased today, were Ethel Mae Breeden 
Brockmeyer (1925-1967), Richard Aldine Breeden 
(1928-2010), Esther Grace Breeden Nace (1930-
2012), Virgil Hunter Breeden (1932-2016), Reginald 
Allen Breeden (1939-2009), Garland Matthew Breeden 
(1942-2009), David L. Breeden (1944-2001), and 
Delmer Michael Breeden (1949-2006).    
 

It was Delmer Breeden that was the final Breeden to 
own the Cabin, and he remained in Skyline lakes, as 
an active member of the homeowners association. 

 
Breeden Cabin in Skyline Lakes, photo taken by Nate Phenicie 

Delmer was a great friend and neighbor in Skyline 
Lakes, as many older residents still speak fondly of 
him, including Orv Lee, our oldest resident at age 96. 
 

Delmer, his parents, and most of his siblings are 
resting at the Tanner’s Ridge Cemetery – a private 
cemetery created for the families that were displaced 
in the 1930s, when Shenandoah National Park was 
being established. 
 

 
Delmer Breeden at a Stanley Homecoming Parade, circa 2000 

He was our security guard for many years and toured 
the area regularly on his favorite horse to inspect our 
properties for any signs of fowl play.  He served two 
terms on the Board, from 1997 to 2003, and was 
elected for another term in 2006, but passed away in 
December of 2006.  Delmer’s love of horses was 
known to all.  He was also the stable manager at 
Skyland for 44 years.  

 
Final resting place of Elmer and Nealie Breeden, Tanner’s 

Ridge Cemetery. 

Contributors: “Old Time Stanley and Page County,”  
closed facebook group and Nathan Phenicie  

 
 
 

 

Today the cabin is owned by Nathan Phenicie, who 
plans to clean it up with his Father, Darrell, but their 
progress has been hampered by COVID-19.  We 
hope to track their progress on our website. 
  

Delmer and Brenda Lee Breeden are also resting at the Tanners 
Ridge Cemetery. 

 

Life on the Mountain 
The Fascinating Hummingbird 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

This is the Ruby-Throated 
Hummingbird, and it is a 
fascinating creature.  It is a 
species of hummingbird that 
generally spends the winter in 
Central America, Mexico, and 
Florida, and migrates to Eastern 
North America for the summer 
to breed.  It is the ONLY 
hummingbird seen east of the 
xx 

 

Mississippi River in North 
America.  They are between 
three and three and a half inches 
long, with females being larger. 
 

Adults are metallic green above 
and grayish white below, with 
near-black wings.  While adult 
males have a striking ruby-red 
throat, females and young males 
do not.  However, after several 
weeks, the young males begin 
developing darker spotted 
feather patterns on the throat 
area. These spots form the 
foundation area 
 

Adult male Ruby-Throated Hummingbird 

Young male developing “red” feathers 

 

 

foundation for the emergence of the 
characteristic red feathers on the necks.  
But these feathers are not actually red 
but rather they contain an absence of 
pigment that reflects the red color when full 
spectrum light shines on the feathers.  
Fascinating, huh? 
 

Still even more fascinating is the way these 
tiny creatures fly.  Unlike regular birds that 
flap their wings up and down, the Ruby-
Throated Hummingbird moves its wings 
in a figure-eight pattern.  This propeller 
pattern is necessary to achieve up to 200 
beats per second.  In addition, their blade-
like 
 

Figure-8 pattern of wing movement 

like wings connect to the body only from 
the shoulder joint. This adaptation allows 
the wing to rotate almost 180°, enabling 
the bird to fly not only forward but 
backward, and to hover in mid-air, similar 
to insects, and unlike any other bird. 
 

Hummingbirds also have one of the 
highest metabolic rates of any animal, 
with heart rates up to 1260 beats per 
minute (the human heart beats up to 150 
beats per minute), and oxygen 
consumption of about 4 ml of oxygen per 
hour at rest. During flight, hummingbird 
oxygen consumption per gram of muscle 
tissue is approximately 10 times higher 
than that seen in elite human athletes.  
 

 

They feed frequently while 
active during the day.  Both 
males and females are 
aggressive toward other 
hummingbirds, as they defend 
feeding territories.   
 

 

In 2020, the hummingbirds 
arrived in Skyline Lakes on 
April 23rd, but the first week of 
May we saw a windchill of 12 
degrees.  Yet, they survived!   
 

A final fascinating feature of 
this bird is its ability to 
conserve energy on cold nights 
by entering hypothermic 
torpor. This is a short-term 
dormant state where the 
metabolic rate drops by 95%.  
Their body temperature is 
maintained at a hypothermic 
threshold that is barely 
sufficient to maintain life.   
 

To awaken from torpor, the bird 
vibrates its wing muscles 
which warms the blood supply, 
increases the heartrate and 
breathing. Then they reliably 
awaken two hours before dawn 
without any discernable cues 
from the environment.  Thus, it 
appears that the bird’s internal 
circadian clock triggers the 
arousal.  Fascinating! 
 

Two females fighting 

Contributors: Sara Hiebert, Hummingbird Expert, and Wikipedia. 
(All photos taken in Skyline Lakes by Mark Wolsky) 

 
 
 


