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Mid-winter greetings to all!  Skyline Lakes (SL) and indeed the entire Page Valley, Luray, 
and Stanley have been under a thick snow blanket since 3 January when the season’s 
first serious storm dropped a foot of snow.  Low temperatures have preserved the snow 
cover, but some ice has emerged at key spots on SL’s Road network.  The Association’s 
resident mowing and vegetation control contractor, Sam Farmer, responded quickly to 
owner requests several times this month using the community tractor to spread gravel 
where needed.  Some full-time SL residents have used 4WD vehicles with chains on all 
four wheels to traverse the ice – just as the warning sign at the SL entrance advises.  As 
discussed further inside this edition, please restrict your winter visits to Skyline Lakes to 
4WD vehicle and chains.  Unfortunately, after several mild winters the Association’s snow 
removal budget is again heavily subscribed this year.  
 
In consideration of the weather, the Board opted to hold its winter meeting on 23 January 
at the Stanley Volunteer Fire Department social hall, a very accommodating venue.  This 
was a prudent choice and one the Board may well repeat for future winter sessions.  The 
meeting included a ‘meet and greet’ session beforehand for seven of the thirty-four new 
owners who have bought lots since 2020.  Board members were happy to meet new 
owners and talk about life on the mountain.  During the presentation part of the event, the 
Board distributed new owner packets and explained Association activities, its budget, 
accounting procedures, road maintenance, renter responsibilities, etc.  Overall, it was a 
very positive and friendly session for the curious new owners, some of whom came with 
children and stayed for the subsequent Board meeting itself where they asked questions 
and made useful comments.  Thank you to all new owners who attended!    
 
I want to report a change in Board membership that occurred at the 23 January meeting.  
Longtime member and former Chairman of the Maintenance and Improvements 
Committee Andy Kent resigned from the Board effective 21 January 2022.  The Board 
voted to appoint SLPA Treasurer and Newsletter editor Mary Russell to fill the remainder 
of Andy’s term (September 2024) as a full voting member.  Congratulations, Mary, and 
thank you Andy for the years of community service and the passion that you brought to 
the M&I position! 
 
Finally, I am pleased to report that the Board voted unanimously at this meeting to 
construct an all-weather pavilion near the existing bathhouse as a community 
infrastructure development project.  Proceeds from the recent Fire Sale of SLPA-owned 
lots will help fund construction that should begin later this year.  The pavilion will be 
available for annual meetings, community events, and will also be available for SL’s 
owners to reserve for private parties.  Stay tuned for more details as we move into warmer 
weather. 
 
Please stay warm and COVID safe! 
 

Skyline Lakes Property-holders Association 
P.O. Box 427, Stanley, VA 22851 
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Board Business: Initiatives, Priorities and Status 

 

 

Emergency Egress: The October Newsletter had 
an incorrect map.  The emergency egress links S. 
Lake View Drive with Lake View Drive, which exits 
onto Tanners Ridge Road, just below the main 
xxxxxxxx 

  
entrance.  Please do not 
“test” the route.  It is 
passable. For a larger 
image, visit the website: 
 

SkylineLakes.org 

Recent Cabin Break-in:  Cabins that are not occupied 
year-round are vulnerable to opportunistic break-ins.  
In a recent break-in, suspects pushed in a window air 
conditioning unit to gain access and vandalized the 
place, stealing small items.  SLPA recommends any 
owner with a cabin install security cameras.    
 

Firesale: All lots have been sold, yielding over $14,000 
in proceeds.  Thank you to all that participated.  We 
may do something similar in the future. 
 

Newsletter Editor Note: Two newsletters were 
returned because the address label came off in transit.  
If you did not receive your October 2021 newsletter, 
please contact the editor and we’ll mail your issue 
immediately.  We apologize for any inconvenience:  
SkylineLakesNewsletter@gmail.com. 
 
 

Another Vehicle Loses Breaks 
Driving Down Tanner’s Ridge 

On November 11, 2021, a drilling truck lost its breaks 
coming down Tanner’s Ridge Road.  It purposefully 
turned into the embankment to stop, resulting in it 
flipping over.  The driver suffered minor injuries.  
Ironically, the truck was working on the tower site for 
a new Page County emergency radio system being 
placed near the top of Tanners Ridge. 
Source:  www.whsv.com 

 
 

SLPA Security Cameras: We have researched a 
camera system that appears to be a workable 
solution.  It includes a weatherproof camera in a 
metal security box. It uses a SIM and SD card, but 
also utilizes a cellular data plan and stores images 
on a proprietary cloud.  Research on legal 
guidance is in progress.  POC: Dave Opper. 
 

Lake Repairs: No progress can be made during 
winter months.  Look for an update later this year.  
POC: Rose Long. 
 

Recreational Area:  We continue looking at this but 
will wait until warmer weather.  POC: Gene Skotzko. 
 

Trespassers Will Be Towed: We have seen 
vehicles parked at the entrance parking lot that do not 
appear to be owners.  We will be issuing 2 warnings, 
followed by a tow at the owner’s expense.  If you are 
here legitimately, email the board to avoid towing: 
board@skylinelakes.org. POC: Beth Cayer. 
 

Road Maintenance: Extra gravel was purchased 
ahead of a 10% price increase in 2022. Three 
significant snowplows in January have cost 
$7,400.  POCs: Regina Austin and Donnie Keyser. 
 

mailto:SkylineLakesNewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:board@skylinelakes.org
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With very few full-time residents, ~90% of Skyline Lakes property owners live 
elsewhere.  When it snows at your home, what happens?  The snowplows 
come barreling through and you grab your snow shovel and head out to clear 
your driveway.  That’s the way it works in Skyline Lakes as well.  Neighbors 
help each other, but renters are often left helpless and panicked.  Most rentals 
are so remote, there are no other cabins nearby to walk to and 90% of Skyline 
Lakes has no cellular signal.  Now imagine the power goes out as well.  The 
difference between renters and residents is that residents are prepared for 
snow.  They have alternate heat sources such a wood stoves and propane 
heaters.  They have plenty of food and emergency generators. 
 

Snow Emergency Checklist: Don’t wait for that panicked call from a stranded 
renter.  Rental owners should have a Snow Emergency Checklist in their rental 
cabin.  Keep a snow shovel at your rental so renters can dig out.  Renters 
should park at the top of the driveway, facing out, to minimize shoveling.  Keep 

 

 

an emergency radio, flashlights and batteries in your rental.  Have a safe emergency heat source, if possible.  
Keep the name and number of a towing service in your rental, as well as the rental management number.  No 
cell signal at your cabin?  Consider installing a land line for renter emergencies.  Below are winter warnings 
from Skyline Lakes Board of Directors. 

Rentals in Winter:  The SLPA recommends that commercial 

rental owners avoid renting in winter months, due to the 

frequent, severe weather on the mountain that causes 

treacherous road conditions.  If owners choose to rent during 

winter months, they should properly warn their renters of 

potential dangers and be prepared to rescue their stranded 

renters during inclement weather.  Please note that SLPA is not 

a towing service nor is it responsible for stranded renters 

incurring additional rental fees, lost rental income due to 

cancellations, or an inability to rent during winter conditions.  

xxxx 
 

 

Similarly, SLPA is not responsible for plowing private residence driveways.  In general, SLPA advises owners 

and guests to be patient during snow conditions. Historically, the Association's roads have been plowed as 

quickly as possible and typically faster than many paved roads in the area. 
 

Sign at Skyline Lakes Entrance 

Owners Plowing Snow:  SLPA forbids owners from plowing Skyline Lakes 
Common Roads.  SLPA employs a very skillful and fast-reacting contractor 
to plow snow.  The January 3, 2022, snowstorm deposited about 12 inches 
of snow in Skyline Lakes.  Our contractor started plowing at 7:00am on the 
3rd with two trucks for 11 hours, returning on the 4th for another three 
hours.  The crowned, compacted gravel-covered dirt roads in Skyline Lakes 
require specialized plowing techniques that our contractor carefully 
follows.  Failure to use these plowing techniques can result in substantial 
road damage that must be repaired at additional expense.  For this reason, 
no one other than our contractor is authorized to plow the common roads in 
Skyline Lakes.  Unfortunately, should an owner plow without prior 
SLPA authorization and damage the roads, the Association will have to 
bill that owner for the cost to repair the damage. In addition, plowing snow 
on mountain roads is inherently dangerous and SLPA does not have 
insurance that would cover an owner should an injury or accident occur.  It 
is a liability risk we cannot accept. 

 
One-time snowplow subcontractor stuck in 

Skyline Lakes until snow melted. 

Cars parked at top of driveway to minimize shoveling. 
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Once the weather turns cold and the bears are 
hibernating, it’s time to put the birdseed out for the 
non-migratory birds or snowbirds.  Use a birdseed 
for songbirds, which includes a blend of seeds, 
including sunflower seeds.   
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
   
 

 

If you have multiple feeders or one with multiple 
feeding perches, they will rarely fight over the seeds. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
   
 

Larger snowbirds, such as cardinals and blue jays 
cannot maneuver to feed from a feeder.  Instead, they 
tend to be ground feeders.  But that’s not a problem 
because the songbirds that feed at your birdfeeder will 
pick at the seeds they don’t want and drop them, while 
digging for their favorite seeds, providing plenty of 
seeds on the ground below the feeder. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
   
 

Woodpeckers prefer suet, which is a peanut butter 
and cornmeal mix, and can be purchased anywhere 
you find birdseed, or you can make your own.  See 
a recipe: betterhensandgardens.com/feeding-wild-birds/ 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
   
 

The titmouse, junko, gold finch, nuthatch, black-
capped chickadee, and chipping sparrow will all feed 
from your birdfeeder from sunrise to sunset. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
   
 

Notice the feathery ice on the branches?  This is called 
rime ice.  Rime ice forms when supercooled water 
droplets in fog freeze to the surfaces of objects. It is 
often seen on trees atop mountains and high ridges in 
winter, when low-hanging clouds cause freezing fog.  
Rime ice is less dense than clear ice, making any 
damage it may cause minor.  
 

This fog freezes on the windward (wind-facing) side of 
tree branches with calm or light wind.  The delicate ice 
formations build on one side of branches and will 
crash to the ground with any significant wind.  These 
freezing fog conditions exist in Skyline Lakes, making 
it the perfect location for the formation of rime ice. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
   

Sources: www.betterhensandgardens.com 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rime_ice 

   

 

Two Chipping Sparrows having a heated exchange 

     American Cardinal                              Gold Finch            

White-Breasted Nuthatch 

Red-Breasted Nuthatch  

Black-Capped chickadee                        Titmouse               

Life on the Mountain 

Feeding Snowbirds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

http://www.betterhensandgardens.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rime_ice
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What on Earth? 
 

Can you spot the leaf-tailed gecko camouflaged as a dead leaf in the Madagascar rain forest?   With veined 
skin matching the dead leaves, plus a tail that looks like a flat, curled, dead leaf, not many can see this elusive 
lizard.  The gecko can also shed its tail and flatten its body to diminish any shadows that might give it away.  
Hint: the head is looking down and to the left, and you can see a brown eye gazing intently at something. 
 

Photographer: Thomas Marent, Madagascar, “What on Earth” by National Geographic. 

Can you see it? 

Highspeed Internet 

All Points Broadband is engaged with its electric 
utility partners, including Shenandoah Valley Electric 
Cooperative, in several large-scale fiber-to-the-home 
projects in Virginia.  They are collecting information 
xxx 
 

 

from customers in key zones, 
including Skyline Lakes, to ensure 
universal coverage.  They plan to 
run fiber cables on the existing 
power lines.  All Points can offer up 
to 10Gbps service to your cabin!   
 

Simply go to their website and enter 
your address and answer a few 
questions:  

https://fiber.allpointsbroadband.com/ 
 

Sign Up Today! 
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Life on the Mountain 
 

In 1968, Price-Radin Associates (PRA) purchased the 
490-acre Long brothers’ tract for about $100,000.   
And that marked the start of the rocky beginnings of 
Skyline Lakes – a series of problems, broken promises 
and lawsuits.  
 

PRA hired Bartenstein & Associates of Warrenton to 
survey, plat and subdivide the parcel, and Kibler 
Construction to build 11 miles of narrow, rudimentary 
roads at a cost of $70,000, according to Price.  
 

There are steep drop-offs on Lakeview Drive next to 
“borrow pits” with no guardrails, and dangerous, 
narrow switchbacks on the “Low Road” (Park Heights 
to High Hill.)  That section of road near Matt May’s 
place is still treacherous to this day, especially in 
snowy conditions, where vehicles get stuck regularly.  
 
  
 

 

 

Price claims that 94 
percent of the lots 
have been sold, but 
the promised two 
lakes and bathhouse 
have yet to be 
constructed.  
 

Price now promises 
the first lake and 
restroom by mid-May, 
beginning a long 
pattern of failed 
promises. Over the 
next eight years Price 
will change addresses 
five times. 

After many complaints from owners, PRA begins 
construction of the bathhouse and also completes 
construction of “Lake Skyline” (AKA ‘upper’ lake). The 
dam was not properly engineered and exceeds 
allowable regulations, so as it fills it encroaches on 
neighboring lots. The dam is composed of 
substandard material, is never seeded for grass and 
soon begins to show signs of seepage.  Price 
promises to stock Lake Skyline and construct the 
second lake in the fall of 1970.  But in 1971, Naked 
Creek floods and washes the access road and the 
sand beach into Lake Skyline.  Price-Radin drains 
Lake Skyline in order to dredge the silting from the 
flooding and to repair the spillway. 
 

Price-Radin is also having problems delivering the 
promised central water system, and instead offers 
individual wells or water delivered to individual 
cisterns, all at the owners’ expense.  That same year, 
Ed Glick organizes Skyline Lakes Property-holders 
Association (SLPA.)   
 

The bathhouse has hot water for a short time, but the 
wooden floor and roof soon need repair and the 
plumbing was shut off.  In 1981, the SLPA M&I 
committee recommended abandoning the bathhouse, 
but deferred action.  The bathhouse continues to 
suffer issues but is still operational today, thanks to the 
dedicated work of Richard and Linda Dreer. 
 

By 1972, most of the 21 residents have dug their own 
wells for their newly built cabins.  Today, there are only 
~60 inhabitable cabins and 15 fulltime residents.   
 
 

 
 

Rudimentary roads, circa 1969, provided by Dave Opper 

Original flyer for Skyline Lakes. 

The road system includes several loop roads, and 
roads that change names at intersections, making 
navigation difficult. PRA files a subdivision report and 
Declaration and Plats, establishing the Skyline Lakes 
subdivision of some 500 lots designated as “camping 
only” lots, “building only” lots, or mixed-use lots. 
Through further subdividing, there will eventually be 
526 lots. Price has similar developments throughout 
the region.   
 

In 1968, PRA opens the subdivision for occupancy 
and begins advertising lots for sale in Skyline Lakes, 
promising “Private Sand-beach Mountain Lakes, 
Excellent State Road Access to Mountain Top, All 
Weather Roads Maintained, Central Water Supply, 
Electric and Underground Telephone, Modern 
Restroom Facilities with Hot Water and Showers, No 
Dues, No Fees.”   However, PRA soon runs into 
problems.  
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In 1972, Hurricane Agnes’ runoff exceeds the 
capacity of Lake Skyline’s spillway.  Water rises and 
damages part of the dam.  Ed Glick informs PRA that 
another hard downpour will destroy the entire dam. 
 

SLPA decides to take legal action against the Price-
Radin firm, to compel the developer to fulfill the terms 
of sales contracts, including the commitment to 
provide surveillance, construct the second lake and 
stock Lake Skyline, install a locked chain at 
entrance, close off the other two entrances, create 
sand beaches, provide trash removal, improve the 
restroom, install a year-round central water supply, 
and maintain the gravel roads for all weather.  
 

Court issues a Consent Decree, ordering Price-
Radin to provide all-weather roads, a central water 
supply, year-round water service, sand beaches, and 
trash collection. Additional consent decrees and 
contempt hearings will continue through 1979. 
 

 

Price-Radin continue to put sand around both lakes, 
but it keeps dissipating.  They finally give up in 1977 
on the promised beaches and install decks on each 
pond.   The upper lake’s dam continues to erode.    

 

roads are never improved beyond basic 
maintenance, and SLPA declares that four-wheel 
drive vehicles will always be required in Skyline 
Lakes.   
 

By 1979, HUD is investigating Price-Radin and some 
31 developments they own, including Roundhead 
and Battle Creek.  The Association offers to drop 
litigation in exchange for transferring title to the 
Common Areas.  Price-Radin sells 28 lots, including 
three common area lots, to L and L Management 
Company, which is an RPA shell company, for $10. 
 

In 1980, SLPA is incorporated as a Virginia non-stock 
corporation, and the Association files Articles of 
Incorporation and amends the Bylaws.  In 1982, 
SLPA wins a lawsuit against Price-Radin. Judgment 
is executed by conveying the Skyline Lakes 
subdivision from Price to SLPA.  And in 1984, L&L 
grants a Quit Claim deed to the Association, 
conveying all the common areas originally set aside 
by the developer.  This was a significant event in the 
on-going saga of SLPA versus PRA.  But the 
Association would continue to be plagued by lake 
issues.   
 
In 1985, Hurricane Gloria, followed by tropical storm 
Isabelle, dumps 10 inches of rain. Flooding 
completely washes out the access road to Lake 
Skyline and damages the dam again.  Less than a 
month later, Hurricane Juan causes the third worst 
flood in Page County recorded history.  The 
Shenandoah River crests to 27 feet. 
 
Between 1985 and 1989, contractors and M&I Chair, 
Lehman, work on Lake Skyline, but first they have to 
drain it.  They are hampered by water from multiple 
sources.  Rain fills the lake.  Because water feeds into 
the lake from upstream, it must have a drain gate and 
that is damaged, causing water to fill the lake.  Finally, 
there is evidence that a natural spring is in the dam 
itself, causing water to leak into the lake.  But by 
March of 1989, the lake is fixed, filled, and restocked.   
 
In 1996, a three-day Nor’easter dumps 47” of snow 
on the Development.   Melting of the snow in a 24-
hour period causes flooding that exceeds the 

In 1978, Ellis Construction estimates that the cost of 
making all the roads adequate is $30,000.  Today in 
2021 the SLPA spends $35,000 to $40,000 every 
year on basic road maintenance (grading, graveling, 
culvert repair, mowing and snow removal.) The 
roads 

 

Dave Opper’s family cabin, circa 1971. 

Rare image of the upper lake before it disappeared, circa 1972. 

Gene Skotzko’s original family cabin, circa 1972. 

Gene Skotzko’s original family cabin, circa 1972. 
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Residents of Weaver Hollow, located downstream of 
Lake Skyline, file complaints with Virginia 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 
Dam Safety Program regarding problems caused by 
the large amount of runoff, which was exacerbated by 
the sudden release of water during the dam breach. 
 

Dam Safety Program officials, accompanied by Town 
of Stanley Fire Chief Terry Petit, make a field visit and 
determine that the Little Meadows Lake dam poses 
no imminent danger, but the Lake Skyline’s dam does 
pose an imminent danger of breaching.   
 
The Page County Board of Supervisors directs SLPA 
President Orv Lee to drain down the lake 
immediately.  It was drained once again. 
 

A dam engineer advises that the dam should be taken 
down and rebuilt with a clay core, and the auxiliary 
spillway should be routed around the dam instead of 
over it.  But before any work can be done, Skyline 
Lakes suffers another catastrophic weather event. 
 
In September of that same year, Hurricane Fran 
drops 15 inches of rain, causing the second worst 
flood in Page County recorded history. The 
Shenandoah crests over 27 feet.   Page County is 
declared a Federal Disaster Area. The Lake Skyline 
dam is further eroded bringing it down another 10 
feet.   
 

 

In January of 1996, a three-day Nor’easter dumps 47” 
of snow on the Development.   Melting of the snow in 
a 24-hour period causes flooding that exceeds the 
drainage capacity of the road to Lake Skyline.  
Floodwater erodes and breaches the dam, bringing it 
down 10 feet, and its as damaged as it was in 1985. 
 

18” ruts in Skyline Lakes roads after Nor-easter of 1996 

 

Today, the lower lake, Little Meadows Lake, is slowly 
leaking water through its dam.  SLPA has been 
exploring repair options, which have ranged from 
$10,000 to more than $100,000.   
 

So, the saga continues… 

The budget for 1996 was $24,000 but more than 
twice that was spent between routine maintenance 
and Lake Skyline repairs, to no avail. 
 
By 1997, erosion of Lake Skyline dam had reached 
the breaking point and was no longer holding water.  
It was no longer compliant with Dam Safety 
requirements and preventative maintenance was no 
longer possible.  Lake Skyline simply disappeared 
into the earth.   
 
But SLPA continued to explore restoration options 
through 2010.  Estimates ranged from $145,000 to 
$239,000.  SLPA settled on a contractor that 
estimated $200,000 for a full restoration.  Farmers 
and Merchant’s bank approved a 5-year ARM for 
$200,000 that would renew 3 times for a 20-year loan.  
Now it was up to the membership to vote on the 
restoration project options in the 2010 election. 
 
Option A: Pay a one-time special assessment of $229 
per lot, plus the $78 per lot annual assessment.  Then 
pay an extra $20 per lot per year for the next 19 years. 
 
Option B: Do not fix the upper lake.   
 
The membership voted for Option B.  The Declaration 
states that the board has the right and authorization 
to maintain the common areas but not a duty to 
repair anything that may prove to be too costly or not 
a priority of its membership.  In multiple polls over the 
years, members overwhelmingly voted that the road 
maintenance is the highest priority for SLPA. 
 
 

Recent image of Little Meadows Lake, 2019 
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Budget vs. Actuals for 2021  
 

 

(Run on December 6, 2021) 

 

Mountain Recipe:  HoBo Stew 
Ingredients: 
 

1-lb hamburger (93% lean or your choice) 
1/2 cup chopped green pepper 
1/2 cup chopped onion   
2-tsp garlic powder  
Salt & pepper to taste 
1-tsp red pepper flakes 
2-cups macaroni 
1-32oz can crushed tomatoes 
2-cups tomato juice 
 
 
Directions: 
 

1. Cook macaroni in pot of water until tender.  Drain. Set aside. 
2. Cook down hamburger, green peppers and onion in frying pan until cooked through. 
3. Add garlic, salt and pepper to taste to hamburger.  Add red pepper flakes and stir.  Stir in 

macaroni, crushed tomatoes and tomato juice. 
4. Simmer for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
5. Serve with garlic bread or garlic croutons. 

Cooking Time:  45 minutes     Serves:  2-4 servings 

  

Recipe Contributor:   
Sue Dawson, SLPA Bookkeeper. 
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