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Summer greetings to you!  Skyline Lakes is green and lush now while temperatures are 
invitingly cooler than in the valley below.  During a recent visit, I was struck by the good 
condition of the development’s roads following the recently completed late spring road 
campaign.  Some roads that had received little attention in recent years are now 
remarkably improved.  I hope all of you are as pleased with the results from our road 
contractor, Cody Bosley, as is the Board.   
 

There has been much real estate activity in Skyline Lakes this year as more than 45 
lots changed hands in the first seven months, and an unusually high number of new 
owners entered the development.  Welcome to all new owners!  I hope each of you has 
inspected the Association’s web site (https://www.skylinelakes.org/) for useful 
information and are beginning to make friends in the community.  I encourage you to 
reach out to Board members with any comments, questions, or concerns that you may 
have.  Contact is easy.  See page 11, the last page of this newsletter, for a list of Board 
members and ways to contact them.   
 
 
 
 

On a momentarily serious note, I want to urge all SLPA members to vote in the upcoming 
election for new Board members to be held at the annual meeting, whether they attend 
that meeting or not.  Please see the official ballot and rules for proxy voting contained in 
this newsletter edition.  Every vote is important! 
 

Annual Meeting - I especially want to invite all new members to the annual, Association-
wide membership meeting to be held on Saturday, 18 September 2021, at 1 pm at the 
Skotzko residence at 119 Park View Road.  Breaking out of last year’s COVID 
restrictions and barring any worsening of the current public health status, we will meet 
in person.  After the meeting, we will enjoy a potluck covered dish meal brought by 
attendees and tuck into the Commonwealth’s best gas station fried chicken at SLPA 
expense!   
 
Finally, I would like to draw your attention to the Fire Sale of Association-owned lots that 
will occur in late September.  The Board has spent a year preparing for this sale and 
hopes that members will take advantage of it to increase their property holdings.  A flyer 
with detailed descriptions of the properties to be sold and applicable bidding rules is also 
contained in this edition.   
 
Please note the Board has pledged to apply all Fire Sale proceeds directly to a 
community infrastructure improvement project to be undertaken in 2022 that will benefit 
all property owners.  Look for additional details about this project later this year and in 
early 2022. 
 
Best regards to each of you and I hope to see you at the 18 September annual meeting! 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.skylinelakes.org/
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2021 Annual Election 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

The 2021 election ballot is included in this newsletter.  The ballot can be mailed, emailed or brought to the 
annual meeting, September 18, 2021, 1pm, 119 Park View Road.  Please note that if you are mailing or 
emailing your ballot, we must receive it by midnight, September 17, 2021, for it to be counted.   
 

Andy Kent 
 

Andy has operated an excavating and 
waterproofing business that he and his son share 
for over 30 years.  He has owned property in 
Skyline Lakes for over 28 years.  He spends as 
much time as work will permit “on the mountain” 
and of that time, he spends a good deal of it 
monitoring the community roads and making plans 
for improvements.  

Member Elections – Candidate Biographies 

Donnie Keyser 
 

Donnie has owned land in Skyline Lakes for over 
20 years and owns lots on Tanner’s Ridge.  
Donnie has served on the board of directors for 
several years.  He grew up in Stanley and went to 
Page County High School. Twenty-four years ago, 
Donnie married Pam Long, and they have two 
children, Evelyn and Ava.  Donnie has worked for 
Coors in Elkton for over 23 years.  He would love 
to hunt more in his spare time, but his priorities are 
helping his children with school and cheering 
them on at soccer games.  Donnie’s concerns are 
to focus on road improvements and being frugal 
with expenditures, whenever possible.  
 

NOTE: It is important to vote in every election, 
even with three candidates to fill three 
positions.  There could be write-in candidates. 

Jimmy Painter 
 

Jimmy has been a board member since 2007. He 
has been on the M & I Committee. He lives in 
Stanley and is retired from DuPont after 32 years. 
He has owned property in Skyline Lakes for over 16 
years. His priority is maintaining our roads and 
keeping our expenditures down. 

Annual Meeting and Social Gathering 

 

Virginia lifted its mask mandate on May 15, 2021.  There are no limits 
on indoor gathering, so we are returning to our traditional annual 
meeting with the best gas station fried chicken around!  Please feel free 
to bring a covered dish if you’d like, but we will have plenty of food to go 
around, if not.  All ballots must be turned in prior to the meeting starting.  
The agenda will include a summary by the president, followed by the 
treasurer’s report, then food, drink, and good fellowship. 
 

                Skotzko’s Cabin 
Saturday, September 18, 2021, 1pm 
119 Park View Rd, Stanley, VA 22851 
 

you there! 
 
 

Annual meeting, 2019 

We hope to see  
 

Lots for Sale 

 

 

 

 Small Wooded Lot for Sale by Owner 
 

E16 - $2,500. Lot is .2587 acres at the corner of Parkline Road 
and Park Trail.  Power runs along the front of the property.   
 

Contact Rick at (540) 860-2817. 
 
 

 

Five Wooded Lots for Sale 
 

H39, H44, H45, H46, G16 - $62,000. Total acreage is 6.97. 
Lots are all adjoining and there is access from Price Ridge 
and High Ridge roads.  Power runs along the front of the 
properties on both roads.  Hunting is allowed per the bylaws.   
 

Contact Susan at (540) 810-0648. 
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Proxy Ballot for Election of Directors 
Saturday, September 18, 2021, 1:00PM 

 

The undersigned hereby appoints the Skyline Lakes Property-holders Association, Inc. HOLDERS OF 
ELECTION designated by the BOARD, or any of them, each with power of substitution, as proxies to vote 
all lots which the undersigned is entitled to vote in the manner directed herein, at the Annual Meeting of 
SKYLINE LAKES PROPERTY-HOLDERS ASSOCIATION, INC. to be held on Saturday, September 18, 
2021, commencing at 1:00 PM, or any continuation or postponement thereof.  This proxy shall terminate 
upon adjournment of that Meeting, or any continuation or postponement thereof, unless sooner terminated 
as provided by law.  The undersigned hereby revokes all proxies heretofore given. The undersigned hereby 
affirms that he or she is a member in good standing of Skyline Lakes Property-holders Association, Inc. 
HOLDERS OF ELECTION are instructed to cast this ballot.  
 
The undersigned has inscribed an “X” beside the name of each candidate for whom the ballot shall be cast. 
Members may either (1) mail or (2) email this ballot to be cast by proxy or (3) cast the ballot in person at 
the Annual Meeting. If you choose to vote by proxy, email the completed ballot to board@skylinelakes.org, 
or mail it to SLPA Proxy, PO Box 427, Stanley, VA 22851. Mailed and emailed ballots must be received by 
midnight, 17 September 2021 to be counted.  

 
Election of Officers (Vote for three)  
 
Directors are elected to serve a term of three years, with directors elected each year to replace those whose 
terms have expired. Candidates receiving the most votes will be elected. The number of candidates voted 
for cannot exceed the number of open seats (3).  
 
Place an “X” next to the three (3) candidates for whom the ballot shall be cast: 
 
 

The nominees for SLPA Directors are:  
 

 

(____) Andy Kent      
 

(____) Donnie Keyser  
 
(____) Jimmy Painter 
  
(____) Other ________________________  

 
 
 Enter name and number of lots owned.  Sign, date and enter mailing address, then mail to SLPA Proxy, 
P.O. Box 427, Stanley, VA 22851 or email to board@skylinelakes.org. 
 
 
I, _______________________, own ____ lot(s) in Skyline Lakes, for which my assessments are paid in full.  
 
 
 

Signature__________________________________________________________Date________________ 
  
 

Mailing 
Address_______________________________________________________________________________  
 

When signing as attorney, executor, administrator, trustee, or guardian, please give full title as such. If the 
signer is a corporation, sign the full corporate name by the duly authorized officer.  

 
 

mailto:board@skylinelakes.org
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Board Business: Initiatives, Priorities and Status 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

Lake Repairs 
 

Little Meadows Lake’s drainpipe may be damaged 
and leaking water through the back hillside.  A 
camera was lowered, but debris in the pipe 
prevented our contractor from assessing the 
damage.  We are looking at possibly draining the 
lake to provide better access to the damaged area. 
 

Bathhouse Water Pressure 
 

We have had reports of low water pressure but 
have not had it manifest when we test.  Let us know 
if you experience any water problems email us at:  
board@skylinelakes.org 
 

Trespassers Will Be Towed 
 

We have seen vehicles parked at the entrance 
parking lot that do not appear to be owners.  We will 
be issuing 2 warnings, followed by a tow at the 
owner’s expense.  If you are here legitimately, email 
the board to avoid towing: board@skylinelakes.org 

Emergency Egress 
 

We are exploring a new egress for emergencies, 
after the brush fire, March 10-12, 2020.  This project 
is still in progress.  We hope to have a more detailed 
report in the next newsletter. 
 

Security Cameras 
 

The membership voted in 2019 to install a security 
camera near the entrance of Skyline Lakes.  But, 
after consulting with ADT, this project is plagued with 
issues surrounding signal strength and limits on 
cable distance between the camera and receiver 
unit.  As a result, the board may need to revisit the 
other security options offered in the 2019 ballot. 
 

Road Maintenance 
 

We began our annual road maintenance in the 
spring.  Our contractor, Cody, said we needed more 
gravel than grading.  We spent $12,700 on gravel in 
2020 and $16,700 in 2021.  So, roads that have not 
received new gravel recently have this year.   
 
We prioritize, starting with the main roads and those 
with inhabited cabins.  Dead end roads with no 
cabins do not receive road maintenance.  If you 
know of trouble spots, let us know right away by 
emailing us at board@skylinelakes.org.  

Recreational Area 
 

We have been discussing building a multi-use 
permanent pavilion on the bathhouse grounds, as 
well as a picnic area at the lower lake (Little 
Meadows Lake).  We continue to explore options. 

 

Destructive   
The Carpenter Bee name derives from its 
nesting habits – it burrows into wood.  They can 
destroy a wooden deck or cabin in no time, 
costing you thousands of dollars in repairs.  But 
there is an easy way to control them, with the 
Carpenter Bee Trap, handmade by local 
craftsman, John Tipton.  

John’s Carpenter Bee Traps can be 
found at the Page Co-op in Luray 
and other hardware stores in the 
area.  Or you can purchase one or 
two by visiting his website: 
 

      ShenandoahCrafts.com 

 

Astronomy Nights were 
Great Successes! 

The Astronomy Night held at the Lower Lake on 
May 1st was a superb opportunity to see some 
spectacular sights at the direction of owner 
Dennis Loeffner and his very knowledgeable 
stepson, Nathan.   
 

Nathan had a gigantic telescope and laser 
pointer that he used to guide several owners 
who attended in seeing sights that you cannot 
see with lesser equipment, including a globular 
cluster of stars and several galaxies.  Nathan 
pointed out several well-known and quite a few 
lesser-known constellations.   Guests were also 
treated to several long-lasting and bright 
meteors near the horizon.   
 

Carpenter Bees 

 

mailto:board@skylinelakes.org
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Life on the Mountain 
 Where Are All The Hummingbirds!?!? 

 For the hummingbird lovers of Skyline Lakes, 2020 
was an amazing year!  Rose Long estimated she had 
at least 100 or more.  But what happened this year? 
 

It has been reported from Virginia to Texas to New 
Mexico to California that hummingbird numbers are 
way down this year.  The short answer as to why is 
that severe changes in weather affect migratory 
patterns and bird populations. 
 

“Following a massive bird die-off in September [2020], 
researchers at the University of New Mexico attributed 
the alarming piles of dead [hummingbirds] primarily to 
unseasonably cold weather that killed off edible 
insects and induced hypothermia.” 
 

Another severe weather event happened in Texas 
when an Arctic Outbreak from Canada moved down 
into Texas (which was highly unusual) in February 
2021.  For the first time in Texas history, all 254 
counties were under a winter storm warning and a 
state of emergency was declared.  Temperatures 
plummeted to record-breaking lows of zero degrees.  
February is when hummingbirds begin their migration 
north from Mexico and Central America into Texas. 
 

So, hummingbird numbers began the season way 
down. But, by mid-July, many hummer enthusiasts 
reported an explosion in numbers, some quadrupling! 
Why?  New offspring and hummers migrating in 
northern states head south and stop along the way.  
But just wait, peak migration in Virginia is August. 
 

 

Sources: https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/ 
local_news/some-santa-fe-area-residents-worried-about-hummingbird-
numbers/, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-56058372, 
https://www.instagram.com/mark_wolsky_photography/ 

Change feeders daily, as homemade nectar can 
turn sour after a day in the hot sun.   “Data shows 
that hummingbird populations have benefited from 
feeders around residential areas where they spend 
the spring and summer breeding.  They greatly 
appreciate a readily available supply of energy.” 
 

 

Apples Are Back! 

 

Last year was a bad year for 
fruit trees, including apples 
trees.  We suffered a hard 
freeze in May 2020, which 
killed the apple blooms and 
thus, we had no apples.   
 

But this year the blooms 
xxxxxx survived and we are happy to report that apples 
are growing all over Skyline Lakes!  So, the bear, 
deer, birds and other wildlife that depend on 
apples in their diet will be able to feast this year. 

Tiger Lilies are Blooming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Tiger Lilies have just 
started to bloom.  Unlike 
the Orange Daylily, where 
each bloom lasts less 
than 24 hours, the Tiger 
Lily bloom lasts 2-3 
weeks.  Each stalk can be 
3-5 feet tall and produce 
10-15 blooms.  You may 
find that your taller stalks 
could use a gardening 
xxxx stake for support.  Caution cat owners:  Tiger lilies 
are highly toxic to cats, especially the bloom. 

Seven Hummingbirds at sunset, July 15, 2021 

17 Hummingbirds on a foggy day, August 14, 2020. 

 

 

 

https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/%20local_news/
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/%20local_news/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-56058372
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Life on the Mountain 

“The Socrates Project” – Poisonous Plants of Virginia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

This article is a summary of poisonous plants 
of Virginia, as described in The Socrates 
Project, 2nd edition, December 2020.  Its 
name derives from the ancient Greek 
philosopher, Socrates, who was sentenced 
xx 

 

 

All parts of the plant are toxic. If 
handled, the plant may cause skin 
irritation, particularly if it contacts 
broken skin. 
 

Nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea occur 
if ingested.  Other symptoms can 
include enlarged pupils, slowed heart 
rate, difficulty breathing, reduced 
xxxxx 

to die by drinking poison hemlock.  The plants included here 
have all been seen in Skyline Lakes.   
 

Climbing Nightshade, also called Bittersweet, is a perennial 
woody vine growing up to 10 feet in length. This nonnative 
Eurasian plant has become naturalized in the U.S. 

body temperature, loss of sensation, vertigo, delirium, 
convulsions, paralysis, shock, and possibly death.  Climbing 
Nightshade can be found along roads in Skyline Lakes. 

Climbing 
Nightshade 

Ingestion of foxglove has significant effects on the heart and 
can cause pulse changes and irregular heart rhythms, 
potentially leading to death. Other symptoms include 
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, headache, weakness, 
drowsiness, hallucinations, and confusion. 
 

Giant Hogweed is not native to the United States. It 
originated in Southwest Asia.   

 

This plant, although VERY 
DANGEROUS to humans, is 
not poisonous the way we 
commonly think. The sap 
contains furocoumarin, which in 
humans is strongly phototoxic. 
Therefore, this plant should 
not be touched!  Phototoxicity  

results in serious skin reactions after exposure to sunlight.  
First, a skin rash may occur that may worsen to blisters.  
Red-purple scarring may develop that can last for years. 
Exposure of the eyes to its juice may lead to blindness. 
 

Look-alikes include cow-parsnip, wild parsnip (yellow), and 
white snakeroot – all are smaller in size but all poisonous, 
so avoid anything that looks like giant hogweed. 
 

Horse-nettle is not a true nettle but a member of the 
Nightshade family.  It can grow to 3 feet in height but is 

usually shorter.  Flowers have five petals and are usually 
white, purple or blue with yellow centers. 

Giant Hogweed (see pen 
for size relationship) 

Common Pokeweed is a large perennial plant, 3 to 10 feet 
tall, rising from a large rootstock.   Bloom period is from June 
through September.  Berries are green when immature and 
a deep purple/black at maturity. 

 

 

All parts of the plant are poisonous 
and contain saponin glycosides 
that can cause serious poisoning. 
Contact with plant parts and bare 
skin should be avoided since the 
juice of pokeweed can be absorbed  
 through the skin.  To a child, the berries look 
like grapes, but the red stems should tell you 
STOP – danger! 
 

Symptoms of ingestion include nausea, 
severe vomiting, abdominal cramps, diarrhea, 
and a burning sensation in the mouth. There 
can be visual impairment and weakened 
respiration and pulse. More serious illness can 
develop from subsequent dehydration.  
xxxxxxx Convulsions and death may follow. Plant juice may cause 
irritation of the skin that can cause an itchy or painful rash.  
Pokeweed grows in wooded areas all over Skyline Lakes. 
 

Foxglove is a nonnative biennial plant.  It 
produces flowering stems, 3 to 6 feet tall. 
The flowers are purple to white, spotted, 
thimble-like.  All parts of the plant, including 
the leaves, flowers, stems and seeds, are 
highly toxic.  The primary toxins are digitoxin 
and digoxin, both of which adversely affect 
the human heart.  

 

Pokeweed 

Foxglove 

Jimson Weed or Devil’s Trumpet is an upright, branching 
annual plant in the nightshade family.  Purple and white 
Flowers appear from x 

 

All parts of the plant are poisonous 
and contain the toxic chemical 
solanine.  The plant grows berries 
that are more toxic than the rest of it.  
Ingesting the fruit will irritate the 
stomach and intestines, causing 
nausea, stomach cramps, and 
diarrhea. Horse-nettle poisoning is 
rarely fatal, except in children. 

 

flowers bloom July through October. 
Jimson weed can be seen on the 
edges of the parking lot entrance to 
Skyline Lakes.  Just remember, 
spiky flowers and spiky leaves mean 
it can hurt you – don’t touch! 
 

All parts of the Jimson weed are 
extremely toxic.  Effects of ingestion 
include headaches, hallucinations, 
xx delirium, agitation, enlarged pupils, constipation, urinary 
retention, elevated pulse, hypertension, and fever.  Its 
original name, “Jamestown Weed,” has a dark history.   
 

Horse-nettle 

Jimson Weed 
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There is a documented occurrence of mass poisoning of 
British soldiers in Jamestown in 1676. Jimson Weed was 
boiled for use in a salad that the soldiers ate.  Over the 
course of the next ten days, the soldiers exhibited the 
hallucinogenic effects of the plant and had to be confined to 
prevent them from hurting themselves. 
 

Mayapple is native to Virginia.  One of the earliest plants to 
emerge in spring, it dies back by summer.  The flowers are 
bell-like and are primarily white, but can be pinkish, rose, or 
pale purple, with a yellow center. 

 

It is commonly found throughout 
forests in humus-rich soils – 
where you’d find old dead fall 
(trees that have died and fallen to 
the ground years back and are 
now covered in moss). 
 

Leaves, roots, stems, seeds, and 
unripe fruit are all toxic when 
xxxxx ingested and contain the toxin podophyllin, a class of Photo 
agents that are used to treat corns, warts, and certain skin 
diseases.  Effects when ingested include nausea, vomiting, 
severe diarrhea, and abdominal pain, followed by multi-
system organ failure, coma, and potentially death, days later. 
 
Mountain Laurel can be found all along the trails in 
Shenandoah National Park, as well as in Skyline Lakes.  It 
is member of the Heath family and is native to Virginia. 

 

All plant parts, including leaves, 
stems, flowers, fruits, roots, and 
nectar are toxic to humans. 
Incidents of poisoning can 
include ingestion of honey 
made from Mountain Laurel 
flower nectar. It is also possible 
that poisoning from consuming 
meat from game animals 
xxxxxxx ingesting plant parts could occur.  Following ingestion, 
watery eyes, runny nose, salivation, nausea and vomiting 
have been reported.  In severe cases, slow pulse, heart 
arrhythmias, seizures, coma and death have occurred. 
 

Rhododendron and Azalea are members of the Heath 
family, as is the mountain laurel, so their toxicity is similar.  
There are nine different species of rhododendrons and 
azaleas found in Virginia - all of which are poisonous.  
Several images are shown below for identification. 

  

  

 

 

Eating any part of the plant or even honey made from the 
nectar is toxic.  People may mistake the Azalea for the 
Honeysuckle and eat the nectar, called “mad honey,” 
inadvertently poisoning themselves with grayanotoxin. 
 

Grayanotoxin’s most severe effects result in heart and 
nervous system complications.  If small amounts are 
ingested, mouth irritation, salivation, nausea, vomiting, and 
diarrhea can result.  Greater amounts can cause confusion, 
muscle weakness, low blood pressure and heart rate, 
seizures, and a life-threatening irregular heartbeat. 
 

Poison Hemlock is a biennial plant in the Carrot family.  It 
grows 6 to 10 feet in height, with a smooth green stem often 
spotted or streaked with red or purple.  Note, the leaves are 
very fine and resemble parsley. 

 

All parts are extremely poisonous and 
contain a neurotoxin. Even small 
doses can cause respiratory collapse 
and death.  It can also cause a severe 
skin reaction similar to a burn.  An 
identifying feature is that it smells 
bad, described as mouse urine. 
 

If ingested symptoms are nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, 
coughing, difficulty seeing, trembling,  
 wheezing, tearing, salivation, sweating, weakness, 
dizziness, seizures, paralysis, pulse change (rapid and 
slow), coma, and potentially death. 
 

Poison ivy can grow as a single small plant, a mass of 
ground cover, a small bush, or a climbing vine reaching 
many feet up a tree and resembling a hairy rope.  
Remember, “leaves of three, let it be.” 

Every part of the plant 
contains urushiol, a toxic, oily 
allergen.  Within hours of 
contact, skin begins itching 
and burning.  A rash is likely 
to follow with redness, 
swelling, and small blisters. 
xx 

  

Sweet Azalea             Swamp Azalea           Flame Azalea 

 Catawba Rhododendron        Great Laurel              Pink Azalea 

Poison Oak is found in flat coastal areas. Virginia Creeper 
is not common in higher elevations.  Poison Sumac will be 
featured in a future newsletter, so they are not covered here. 
 

White Snakeroot is native to Virginia and grows 18 to 48 
inches high and is common in the mountains, like Skyline 
Lakes.   It contains a toxin called tremetol, 
 

The full 74-page Socrates Report can be found 
here: https://med.virginia.edu/brpc/socrates 

 
 
 

 

which causes “trembles” in livestock and 
“milk sickness” in humans. Toxicity in 
humans can occur if drinking milk from 
cows that consumed large quantities of 
White Snakeroot.  Symptoms include 
nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.  It causes 
a buildup of acids in the blood that can 
result in dysfunction of multiple organs and 
death. 

Advice: Unless you know what it is, don’t touch or eat it. 

White Snakeroot 

Both are Poison Ivy 

Poison Hemlock 

Mayapple 

Mountain Laurel 
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Farewell, Frank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frank Lee Ruggles, prominent photographer, tragically died in his 
sleep on July 4, 2021.  He was 54 years old.  
 

Frank and his wife, Lisa, purchased a cabin on Tracey Drive in 
Skyline Lakes in February of 2014.  Mark Wolsky purchased his 
cabin, right next to Frank, in August of that same year.    
 

In October of 2014, Frank invited Mark on a hike to Naked Creek 
Falls to take photos with he and his friend, Rudy.  Frank gave Mark 
one of his cameras to use.  And thus began Mark’s passion for 
photography.  He credits Frank for inspiring him to pick up 
xxxxxxxxxx 
 
 
  

photography in retirement.  
Readers of this newsletter 
can see some of Mark’s 
photos in most issues. 
 

Frank worked many years 
with the National Parks as a 
photographer and advocate 
for environmental causes, 
much like Ansel Adams.  He 
was even given the title, 
Official National Park 
Photographer. 
 

His latest passion was a 
rediscovery of 8x10 film and 
the 79-Years Project, which 
sought to recreate the 171 
Ansel Adams photographs 
produced for the National 
Park’s Mural Project in 1941.   

 
 
 

 

 

Frank was known as the modern-day 
Ansel Adams.  He even branded his 
own Stetson hat, modelled after the 
famous Stetson worn by Adams.  
 
At the time of his death, Frank was 
traveling around the country, finding 
the location of each Ansel Adam’s 
photograph, and taking the same 
picture using the same 8x10 film 
technology that was used for the 
original Ansel Adams images in 
1941.  Frank died doing what he 
loved.  Rest in peace. 
 

https://www.79years.com/ 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

Mark, Frank, and Rudy taking photos of Naked 
Creek Falls, October 2014. 

November 1966 to July 2021 

Ansel Adams, 1950 Frank’s Stetson Hat 

 

Mountain Recipe 
 

Ashley’s Brown Sugar Pound Cake 

 

 

Ingredients: 
 

2 sticks margarine 
1/2 cup Crisco 
1 box light brown sugar 
1 cup white sugar 
5 eggs 
3 cups flour 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1 cup milk 
1 tsp. vanilla 
 

Directions: 
 

Cream shortening & butter.  
Add in both sugars.  
Add eggs.  
Alternate dry ingredients and milk.  
Add vanilla.  
 
Bake at 325 degrees for 1 hour 
and 20 minutes.  (Baking times 
may vary depending on oven). 
 Recipe: Ashley Connor, daughter 

of Jimmy & Melissa Painter  
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Fire Sale 
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SLPA-Owned Lots 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

     

The Skyline Lakes Property-holders Association (SLPA) has been accumulating lots for decades, typically 
through donations.  SLPA only needs common areas that it maintains, like the Little Meadows Lake and the 
Bathhouse.  Therefore, in an effort to raise funds for community improvements, the SLPA has decided to sell 
several lots.  Additional information can be found here:  https://pagecountygis.com 

 

Rules of Engagement 
 

Sale will be in two phases – (1) Sealed Bid for first 30 days, followed by (2) First Come, First Served for 
all remaining lots not sold in sealed bid.  There is no end date for phase 2.   
 

1. Buyer must complete SLPA Bid Form, obtained via email (dreed@reedandreedlaw.com) or in person at 
16 S. Court St., Luray, VA 22835, Monday to Friday, 8AM to 5PM.  

2. Buyer must receive email or written confirmation from Sales Agent of receipt of bid for it to be considered. 
3. Each bid must be for one lot ONLY.  You may bid on more than one lot but each requires a bid form. 
4. SLPA Board members may not purchase SLPA-owned lots during the sealed bid phase. 
5. Buyer pays closing costs: attorney fees for drafting deed and clerk recording fees.  No realtor fees. 
6. Conveyance from SLPA by quitclaim deed.  Property to be sold in an "AS IS" condition without any 

representations or warranties of any kind. Sale is subject to all liens, encumbrances, conditions, 
easements and restrictions, lawfully affecting the property. 

 

Sealed Bid Rules:  
 

7. Sealed bid sales begin September 20, 2021, 8am and end October 20, 2021, 5pm – No sales will occur 
prior to September 20, 2021, 8am.  Bids must be received by October 20, 2021, 5pm 

8. Bids must start at sales price listed in chart below, but you may bid higher.  Highest bid wins.  Bids must 
be received on the SLPA Bid Form.   No email text bids will be accepted.  Bids can be submitted in 
person or via email to dreed@reedandreedlaw.com.  Recording fees approximate, based on final price. 

9. Sales Agent opens sealed bids on October 21, 2021 and notifies winners. 
10. Winners make appointment with sales agent to close.  Bring full payment (cash or certified funds). 
11. Bid winners must close within 30 days of notification of winning or forfeit to second highest bidder. 

 

First Come, First Served Rules:  
 

12. This phase begins October 22, 2021, 8am.  There is no end date for this phase. 
13. To secure a lot, make appointment with Sales Agent.  The same SLPA Bid Form will be used.  Price 

cannot be lower than Sales Price on chart below.   
14. Bring full payment (cash or certified funds) to the appointment. 
 

Contact 
 

REED & REED, P.C. 
Attorneys & Counsellors at 

Law 
 
 

16 South Court Street 
Luray, Virginia 22835 

(540) 743-5119 (phone) 
(540) 743-4806 (fax) 

 

dreed@reedandreedlaw.com 
https://www.luraylaw.com 

 

SLPA-Owned Lots for Sale 

 

mailto:dreed@reedandreedlaw.com
mailto:dreed@reedandreedlaw.com
mailto:dreed@reedandreedlaw.com
mailto:dreed@reedandreedlaw.com
mailto:dreed@reedandreedlaw.com
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Fire Sale  
SLPA Road Map 
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Air Quality: Code Orange 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bootleg Fire in Oregon has scorched 600,000+ acres 
and is only 30% contained. For perspective, Shenandoah 
National Park is 196,000 acres.  Tall flames are producing 
pyro cumulonimbus clouds that generate fire tornadoes and 
lightning that can spark more blazes. But along with haze, 
the smoke also creates spectacular sunsets. 

 

 

Smoke from the west coast wildfires has reached the east 
coast, causing air-quality issues and hazy skies.  Virginia is 
under a Code Orange - those with respiratory issues 
should avoid outdoor activity. 

   New Market Gap on July 21st         Normal view of New Market Gap 

Stuff the Bus 
Page County School children are in need of 
school supplies every year.  Stuff The Bus is 
a school supply drive that collects donated 
school supplies for Page County Schools only. 

A Page County School 
Bus, with driver, will be 
parked in the Luray 
Walmart parking lot on 
August 6, 7, and 8, from 
x  9am – 6pm, ready to be filled with school 
supplies for school children in need.   
 
Please consider donating.  If you have any 
questions, please call Lois Shaffer of Page 
One at (540) 448-8480. 
 

 

SLPA Board Information 

 

Board of Directors 

Gene Skotzko, PRESIDENT 
(703) 939-7624 

eskotzko@verizon.net 
 

Regina Austin, VICE PRESIDENT  
and M&I Co-Chair 

(540) 778-3486 
 

Beth Cayer, SECRETARY 
(540) 778-1427 

bethcayer@hotmail.com 
 

Mary Russell, TREASURER 
(540) 252-5259 

SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Calendar of Events * 

 

 

Jimmy Painter 
(540) 778-3141 

jphunt4ever@aol.com 
 
 

Crystal Liebenow 
(703) 981-0580 

cliebenow@comcast.net 
 

Dave Opper 
(704) 905-1342 

daveopper@gmail.com 

 

Rose Long 
(540) 244-2042 

rlljel01.11.2011@gmail.com 

 

Always consult our website for changes to 
our meeting schedule or location.   

Andy Kent 
(703) 929-2481  

Andy.kandk 
waterproofing@gmail.com  

 

 

Donnie Keyser, M&I Co-Chair 
(540) 742-2948 

donniekeyser@hotmail.com 
 

* 

  

 

How to Contact SLPA 
 

 Address: SLPA, P.O. Box 427, Stanley, VA 22851 
 
 

 Main E-mail: Board@skylinelakes.org 
 
 

 Website:  https://www.skylinelakes.org/ 
 
 

 Newsletter:  SkylineLakesNewsletter@gmail.com 
 
 

 Treasurer:  SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 
 

https://www.businessinsider.com/australia-bushfires-generate-pyrocumulonimbus-thunderstorm-clouds-2019-12
https://www.businessinsider.com/australia-bushfires-generate-pyrocumulonimbus-thunderstorm-clouds-2019-12
mailto:eskotzko@verizon.net
mailto:bethcayer@hotmail.com
mailto:SLPATreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:jphunt4ever@aol.com
mailto:cliebenow@comcast.net
mailto:daveopper@gmail.com
mailto:daveopper@gmail.com
mailto:rlljel01.11.2011@gmail.com
mailto:donniekeyser@hotmail.com
mailto:Board@skylinelakes.org
https://www.skylinelakes.org/
mailto:SkylineLakesNewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:SLPATreasurer@gmail.com


 

 

 
P. O. Box 427 
Stanley, VA 22851 
 

 


