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Early fall greetings to each of you!  As of mid-October, the trees in Skyline Lakes were 
changing slowly to greenish yellow but the surrounding mountains remained 
predominantly green.  Dramatic leaf colors, reds and bright yellows, were rare.  
Daytime temperatures were still pleasant but dipped into the forties at night.  At this 
point, it is too early to judge the severity of the coming winter. 
 

I want to report to you about what did not occur at the 2021 annual membership 
meeting on 18 September.  For the first time in the 52-year history of Skyline Lakes, 
we failed to achieve a quorum at an annual meeting.  As a result, although a good and 
broad discussion of current issues with attendees occurred, there was an insufficient 
number of ballots received to conduct the annual election of three new Board 
members.  (See elsewhere in this issue for an explanation of the formula to achieve a 
quorum.)  As a result, the three incumbents – Andy Kent, Donnie Keyser, and Jimmy 
Painter – whose three-year terms were expiring in September will continue in office 
“until their respective successors have been elected.” (2019 Revised SLPA Bylaws, 
Article III, A, Section 4) 
 

I believe several factors led to the lack of a quorum at the annual meeting.  Regardless, 
they must be reversed to maintain our viability as a property owners association.  First, 
the Board must do a better job of advertising the annual meeting to the membership 
and stressing its importance to the health of the Association.  The same applies to the 
annual election of new Board members.  Next, I believe the Nominating Committee 
must vigorously expand its annual search for candidates to run for the Board.  At the 
same time, more of you should consider involving yourselves in SLPA governance, 
which is a good and worthwhile cause.  Offering the membership just three incumbent 
candidates for three Board positions is not acceptable and I take responsibility for that 
tepid offering.  We will do better and must present a larger and more diverse slate of 
candidates in the future so that new blood enters SLPA governance and better reflects 
our community’s demographics.  Finally, voting procedures have been streamlined 
and simplified but these are meaningless if not used.  All members now have the option 
of voting electronically by sending a signed, scanned ballot before annual meeting 
day.  I urge you to use this electronic option.  For its part, the Board will look for 
additional ways to further simplify voting while still ensuring the integrity of the results.  
 

Lastly, more of us need to care more about what happens at Skyline Lakes.  As lot 
purchases and home starts increase, exciting and challenging times lie ahead for us 
as a community.  We must embrace this future collectively and not turn our backs on 
it.    
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SLPA did not have enough ballots cast to hold the election this year.  Bylaws: “The directors elected by the 
Members shall hold office until their respective successors have been elected.”  The three incumbents (Andy 
Kent, Jimmy Painter and Donnie Keyser) will remain in their positions on the board for another 3-year term.   
 

To hold an election, we must have ballots from at least 20% of owners in good standing, which represents a 
quorum.  We have 181 owners in good standing out of 194 total owners.  20% of 181 is 36.2 - rounded up to 
37 ballots needed.  We received just 24 ballots.  Here is a summary of the meeting topics:  
 

- Mary has done a remarkable job with the newsletter and website.   
- Cody has done a great job with the roads, even with the runoff from some heavy rains.   
- Finances are in good shape due the mild winter and arrears collections of $39k. 
- The board has discussed building a pavilion by the bathhouse for annual meetings. 
- Security is a concern with unknown cars parking in the lot out front.  A wireless security camera 

using a cell signal is being considered, based on a recommendation from owner, Vitaliy Hayda. 
- Newsletter costs $3.50 to produce if mailed.  Signing up for an online version will cut cost 100%.  
- Firewise was discussed and the need for owner participation to secure the grant. 

 
Loie Lee, wife of Orv Lee, passed away peacefully on September 9, 2021.  She was a wonderful woman and 
active member of the community.  She loved her wildflowers, and you would often see them walking around 
the community.  Orv was in attendance, and he thanked everyone for their condolences. 
 
Despite the disappointing turnout for the election, we had a nice turnout for the annual meeting with 25 people 
and about 100 yellow jackets attending.  Below are some image highlights. 
 
 

2021 Election Results and Annual Meeting 
 

 

 

 

  
Gene and Kim’s dog, Bailey.  

President, Gene Skotzko, providing an update of the board’s work. 

Beth Cayer (Secretary), owners, Randall Bowman, 

Vitaliy Hayda and Oleksandr Mokrohuz 

Owner, Sam Farmer, with 
granddaughter, Kaylee. 

Gene talking with long time owner, Bill Haycraft.  
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Board Business 
Initiatives, Priorities and Status 

 

Lake Repairs 
 

Little Meadows Lake’s drainpipe may 
be damaged and leaking water through 
the back hillside.  A camera was 
lowered, but debris in the pipe 
prevented our contractor from 
assessing the damage.  We are looking 
at possibly draining the lake to provide 
better access to the damaged area. 
Rose Long is managing this project. 
 

Trespassers Will Be Towed 
 

We have seen vehicles parked at the 
entrance parking lot that do not appear 
to be owners.  We will be issuing 2 
warnings, followed by a tow at the 
owner’s expense.  If you are here 
legitimately, email the board to avoid 
towing: board@skylinelakes.org. Beth 
Cayer is managing this project. 

Emergency Egress 
 

We have secured a secondary egress out of Skyline Lakes.  The 
board has tested the route and it is passable for vehicles.  But it is 
for emergency use ONLY.  Please refrain from “testing” the route.  
See location on the map in red.  The route takes you out to 
Tanner’s Ridge Road, near the back entrance to the park.  Regina 
Austin manages this project. 
 

Recreational Area 
 

We have been discussing building a 
multi-use pavilion on the bathhouse 
grounds, as well as a picnic area at the 
lower lake.  With lumber prices 
skyrocketing, we’ll push this to Spring 
2022.  Gene Skotzko is managing this 
project. 

 

Firesale Status 
 

Phase I of the firesale has concluded with three lots selling, 
yielding $8,150 in revenue.  Phase II started October 22, 2021, 
with no end date.  There are two great lots left!  It is a first-come, 
first-served phase.  Visit our website for the flyer and bid form.  
Mary Russell is managing this project. 

 

Security Cameras 
 

The membership voted in 2019 to install 
a security camera near the entrance of 
Skyline Lakes.  But, after consulting 
with ADT, that approach is not feasible.  
However, after some insight from new 
owner Vitaliy Hayda, we are now 
looking at cameras that operate via 
cellular signal and battery/solar.  Dave 
Opper has taken on this project. 
 

Road Maintenance 
 

After a tremendous amount of heavy 
rain in late September, some hills are 
deeply rutted, requiring regrading.  This 
will likely require more funding to be 
allocated for M&I, but overall revenue 
levels can easily support this.  Donnie 
Keyser and Regina Austin manage all 
road maintenance. 
 

  

 

mailto:board@skylinelakes.org
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Life on the Mountain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

Owls Cannot Move Their Eyeballs! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

Owls don’t actually have eyeballs at all.  Instead, their 
eyes are shaped like tubes, held rigidly in place by 
bones called sclerotic rings. Human eye sockets, which 
hold spherical eyes, do not have sclerotic rings. 
 

Because owls can’t roll their eyes around the way we 
do, they have to move their entire head to get a good 
look around. They frequently twist their head and “bob 
and weave” to expand their field of view. Owls can turn 
their necks about 270° in either direction, and 90° up-
and-down, without moving their shoulders!    

 

 

their heads.  An owl’s field of view, for instance, is 
about 110°, and about 64% of that is binocular. A 
sparrow, on the other hand, has a field of view, up 
to 300°, but their binocular vision is much more 
limited, sometimes only 10%. 

Night Vision “Goggles” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

Huge Eyes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

? 

All animal eyes have photoreceptors shaped 
like cones and rods. Retinal cones function 
best in bright light, while rods function best in 
darkness. Rods outnumber cones 30 to 1 in 
owls, enabling them to see very well at night. 
  
Owls also have “eyeshine.” Eyeshine is a 
result of a layer of tissue behind the retina that 
reflects visible light. This reflection 
dramatically increases the light available to the 
animal’s photoreceptors and gives it superior 
night vision. 
 
 
 

Owl eyes are huge!  An owl’s eyes can account for up to 
3% of its entire body weight. Eyes account for about 
.0003% of a human’s body weight. 
 

There is one drawback to their large eyes. Owls are very 
farsighted. They can’t focus on objects that are too 
close. Instead, sensitive whisker-like bristles around 
their beaks help owls detect objects at close range. 

Owls have terrific binocular vision compared to other 
birds. Binocular vision describes the ability of animals 
with two eyes to see an object with both eyes at the 
same time, giving an animal increased depth 
perception, like humans. 
 

Like all birds of prey, an owl’s eyes face the front.  This 
allows them to have a much greater range of binocular 
vision than animals with eyes situated on the sides of 
xxx 

Binocular Vision 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Eye “Armor” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Like many animals, owls have three eyelids. The 
upper eyelid closes downward when the owl blinks. 
The lower eyelid closes up when the owl sleeps.  
 

The third is a nictitating membrane. This 
translucent eyelid moves horizontally across the 
eye.  The nictitating membrane acts as armor while 
catching prey — the owl can see while keeping its 
eyes safe from injury.    

Although owls can’t move their eyes, many other 
adaptations help these raptors spot prey. 
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We’ve Lost a Dear Friend, Loie Lee 
 

 

Loie, wife of Orv Lee passed away peacefully on 
September 9, 2021, surrounded by family.  Orv and 
Loie have been happily married for 73 years and were 
the oldest residents in Skyline Lakes at age 97 and 94. 
They have 4 sons, 9 grandchildren and 10 great 
grandchildren.  
 
Orv and Loie purchased their lots in Skyline Lakes in 
1986.  And, in 1987, they built their cabin.  Being do-
it-yourselfers their entire lives, Orv and Loie built the 
cabin themselves.   All the materials came from the 
Lowe’s in Harrisonburg, VA.   
 
Orv and Loie became very involved in the community, 
both serving on the homeowner’s board.  Orv was the 
president of the board from 1994-1996, and both 
served on the board for a total of 17 years, from 1989 
to 2006.  We will miss you.  Rest in peace, Loie.  

 

 

Orv, Loie and Foxy at Loie’s Rock, 2018 

Life on the Mountain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

White Trillium is a showy perennial wildflower that occurs in 
forested parts of Virginia, like Skyline Lakes. The single, three-
petaled, white flower is born on a delicate pedicle that arises from 
a whorl of three broad leaves (technically bracts). Other 
distinguishing features include three visible sepals behind the white 
petals, hence the name Tri-llium!  They also live for three weeks.  
But I’ve seen pink trillium.  What about those?  White trillium flowers 
turn pink as the flower ages.   
 
 
 
 

Never pick a trillium flower.  In fact, it is 
illegal to pick a trillium flower in Michigan and 
New York State.  The trillium plant is 
extremely fragile and picking them seriously 
injures the plant by preventing the leaf-like 
bracts from producing food for the next year, 
often killing the plant and ensuring none will 
grow in its place. 
 
 
 

  

It takes a trillium plant up to 10 years to produce its first flower.  
Trilliums are very slow-growing plants.  The plant’s seeds normally 
take at least two years to fully germinate, with the plant itself taking 
between seven to 10 years to reach flowering size.  After the plant 
produces its first flower, it will bloom annually in early spring, with 
the bloom lasting for around three weeks.  Trilliums are phototropic 
plants, meaning that the blooms will bend towards the sun as it 
moves across the sky.  After the first bloom, a trillium will live another 
10 to 13 years — but only if you don’t damage them. 

 
 
 
 

Trilliums have a symbiotic relationship with ants.  The seeds of the 
trillium are mainly distributed by ants, which are attracted to a fleshy 
structure attached to the seeds called the elaiosome. The elaiosome 

 
 

Sources:  https://virginiawildflowers.org/2015/04/09/white-
trillium/, https://kawarthanow.com/2020/05/23/nine-things-

you-may-not-know-about-trilliums/ 
 
 
 

is rich with nutrients, which the ants eat after 
they carry the seeds back to their nests.  The 
ants then discard the elaiosome-free seeds, 
either leaving them inside the earth (which 
protects the seeds from predators) or by ejecting 
them from their nests. The seeds eventually 
germinate and sprout into new plants.  This 
method of seed dispersal by ants is not unique 
to trilliums — it’s called myrmecochory and is 
used by many flowering plant species. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://virginiawildflowers.org/2015/04/09/white-trillium/
https://virginiawildflowers.org/2015/04/09/white-trillium/
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Life on the Mountain 

Native, Invasive or Poisonous? 

Have you heard of the Tree-of-heaven?  Most Skyline 
Lakes residents have, and they don’t like them.  It 
looks nearly identical to the Staghorn Sumac, which 
looks similar to its dangerous cousin, the Poison 
Sumac.  This article describes these three trees – one 
being native, one invasive, and one very poisonous. 
xx 
 

It was brought over from China to the United States in 
1783.  It was planted extensively in Baltimore and 
Washington DC and was initially hailed as a beautiful 
garden addition.  But eventually it was discovered that it 
produces a toxin in its leaves, roots, and bark that can 
limit or even prevent the establishment of other plants. 
xx 

  
Rhus vernix – Staghorn Sumac 

The Ailanthus (I–LAN–thus) or more commonly known 
as the Tree- of-heaven is deciduous, meaning it loses 
its’ leaves in the winter.  The leaves are classified as 
pinnately compound - each leaf is made up of multiple 
pairs of leaflets, opposite one another.  The flowers are 
small and appear in large panicles up to 20 inches in 
length at the end of new shoots. The individual flowers 
are yellowish green to reddish in color. It also has 
dense seed clusters, which transition from yellow to 
orange to red in the fall.   

 

In addition, its extensive root system and unique re-
sprouting ability makes it very difficult to control.  
Established trees continually spread by sending up root 
suckers that may emerge as far as 50 feet from the 
parent tree. A cut or injured ailanthus tree may send up 
dozens of root suckers, as a survival response. As if 
these traits were not enough to earn it a pest status, it 
also produces an unusually large amount of pollen. 
Blahh 
  

Ailanthus – Tree-of-heaven Toxicodendron vernix – Poison Sumac 

The unpleasant odor has 
been described as rancid 

peanuts or used gym socks.   

 

 
 

 
Tree-of-heaven flowers 

It is considered invasive here in the United States.  
Native to China and Taiwan, its name in Chinese is 
chouchun, which literally means ‘foul-smelling tree” 
because the leaves and branches have a foul smell 
when crushed or broken.  The unpleasant odor has 
been described as rancid peanuts or used gym socks.   

Tree-of-heaven yellow/orange 
seed clusters 

While the leaves of the Staghorn Sumac look nearly 
identical to the Tree-of-heaven, one obvious difference 
is its bloom, which is actually a cluster of crimson 
berries.  The conical (cone-shaped), fuzzy, red berry 
clusters appear on female trees.  The male Staghorn 
Sumac’s bloom is green/yellow in color.  Although the 
Staghorn Sumac is native to North America, it is found 
virtually worldwide. 
 Tree-of-heaven orange/red 

seed clusters 

 
 Female Staghorn        Male Staghorn 
   Sumac bloom            Sumac bloom 

Like the Tree-of-
heaven, Staghorn 
Sumac also self-
propagate, by way 
of sprouting root 
suckers.  They are 
not considered an 
invasive tree, as 
they 
 
 

Tree-of-heaven Leaflets 
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they do not produce toxins that limit or prevent other 
plants from growing around them.  They are native and 
considered fast-growing and spreading but harmless to 
surrounding plant life.  Wild staghorn sumac flourishes 
in rocky soils, which makes Skyline Lakes a perfect 
environment for them.  The velvety texture and the 
forking pattern of the branches, reminiscent of antlers, 
have led to the common name "stag's horn sumac".  The 
sumac's tropical, green compound foliage assumes fiery 
shades of orange, scarlet and gold in the fall.   

 

and can last for weeks.  So, let’s take a very close look 
at how to identify poison sumac.  While the leaves are 
very similar to many other types of plants and trees, the 
stem of the poison sumac is RED.  The berries are very 

 

unusual, not because they are light green, but because 
they are loosely grouped and even more unique, they 
are not round, as most berries are. They are flattened. 

Poison Sumac’s RED stem 

The fruit of sumacs can be collected, soaked and 
washed in cold water, strained, sweetened and made 
into a pink "lemonade" sometimes called "Indian 
lemonade".  The leaves and berries of staghorn sumac 
have been mixed with tobacco and other herbs and 
smoked by Native American tribes. This practice 
continues to a small degree to this day. 
 
The Staghorn Sumac is actually not closely related to 
Poison Sumac (Toxicodendron vernix), despite 
sharing the name "sumac."  Poison Sumac is typically 
a shrub and grows exclusively in wet and clay soils, 
usually in swamps and peat bogs. 
 
All parts of the plant contain a resin called urushiol   
(You-row-SHE-al) that causes skin and mucous 
membrane irritation to humans.  It is estimated that 
85% of all people are allergic to urushiol.  When the 
plant is burned, inhalation of the smoke may cause the 
rash to appear on the lining of the lungs, causing 
extreme pain and possibly fatal respiratory difficulty.   

What can you do to protect yourself while hiking 
in Skyline Lakes and Shenandoah National Park?  
  
To avoid contact with poison ivy, poison oak or poison 
sumac, keep your skin covered.  Wear a long-
sleeved shirt, long pants, and closed shoes if you're in 
an area where they grow. Tie the bottoms of your 
pants legs or tuck them into your socks. Try a lotion 
that has bentoquatam, such as Ivy Block.  It acts as a 
barrier between the urushiol toxins and your skin.  

  

Staghorn Sumac fall colors 

Poison Sumac’s loosely grouped and odd-shaped berries 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
 

According to some botanists, 
poison sumac is the most toxic 

plant in the United States.  

Poison sumac is more toxic than its relatives, poison ivy 
and poison oak. According to some botanists, poison 
sumac is the most toxic plant species in the United 
States.   A rash can appear 8-72 hours after exposure 
and  

If you do develop a rash from an 
accidental exposure, then calamine 
lotion or hydrocortisone can help 
control itching. Your doctor may 
suggest other treatments.   
 

With a careful and informed eye, you 
can safely enjoy all the nature around 
you while in Skyline Lakes and 
Shenandoah National Park.  
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In the Seinfeld episode, The Package, from 1996, Jerry 
and Kramer argue over a write-off. To set the scene, 
Jerry wants a refund for a stereo, but the warranty has 
expired, so Kramer physically breaks the stereo, but not 
before insuring it for $400 via the post office.  So, 
Kramer’s scheme is to get the post office to pay out the 
$400 for the stereo “broken during shipping.”  
  
Jerry objects and the dialog goes something like this: 
“You want the post office to pay for my stereo!? Jerry, 
it’s a write-off!  These big companies write off 
everything.  Write it off of what?  You don’t even know 
what a write-off is.  Do you?  No, I don’t.” 
 
Half-baked, mail fraud schemes aside, a business write-
off or more specifically, “writing off bad debt” is a very 
useful and necessary business practice.    

     Geek Speak 
Jerry, it’s a Write-Off! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

? 

 

The critical component is the bad debt expense.  
Let’s look at a scenario where this bad debt 
expense is not used.   
 
You need to write off $20k in bad debt.  You 
create a credit memo for $20k and apply all the 
bad invoices to it, effectively zeroing out the 
$20k of uncollectable invoices.  Great!  Not so 
fast.  Credit memos look like real money to QB.  
Now your books show that your income is $20k 
more than reality.  You must link the bad debt 
expense account on your credit memo:   

What is bad debt? 

To assume a more attractive financial disposition, and 
reduce its tax liability, businesses often write off 
customer invoices that are not uncollectable.  SLPA has 
several situations where bad debt must be written off. 
   
Some examples include: an owner in arrears cannot pay 
the debt and offers to donate their lot in exchange for 
the debt; or an owner in arrears has passed away and 
no next of kin can be found; or an owner goes into 
arrears because they changed their address and did not 
inform us.   
 

In the latter two cases, SLPA can obtain a court order to 
sell the lot(s) in a creditor sale.  A creditor sale’s 
proceeds first cover any land taxes owed, then SLPA 
arrears.  Any remaining proceeds are kept by the state 
of Virginia. But there is no guarantee that SLPA can 
recover all the arrears.  For example, if a campsite, 
valued at ~$700, is in arrears for say, $1,500, most of 
that will not be recovered in a creditor sale.  What is not 
recovered is written off as bad debt. 

How do you write off bad debt? 

In Quickbooks (QB), the program SLPA uses to manage 
the membership’s financials, three key components are 
needed: (1) income in the form of a credit memo, (2) an 
expense in the form of a bad debt, and (3) outstanding 
invoices that are not uncollectable.   

Now, by applying the credit memo (with the bad 
debt expense) to the outstanding invoices, it 
washes this bad debt off the books and does not 
count it as income.  How does it do that?  
  
The bad debt expenses are a separate line item 
in the QB financials.  It is subtracted from your 
income on your tax return.  If you do not record 
the write-off in this manner, your income will be 
artificially inflated, which can create additional 
tax burden. 

 

  

  



 

  

Page 9 

For the potatoes 
One package Ore Ida Steam 
n’ Mash Russet Potatoes 
1/4 cup half-and-half 
4 Tablespoons unsalted butter 
3/4 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon pepper 
1 egg yolk 
 

For the meat filling: 
2 tablespoons canola oil 
1 cup chopped onion 
2 carrots, peeled and diced small 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 and 1/2 pounds ground beef or 
combination beef/pork 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black 
pepper 
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
2 teaspoons tomato paste 
1 cup chicken broth 
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 
3/4 teaspoon chopped rosemary leaves 
1/2 teaspoon chopped thyme leaves 
1/2 cup frozen corn kernels (thawed) 
1/2 cup frozen English peas (thawed) 
 

Directions: 
 

Preheat the oven to 400°. 
 

Cook Steam n’ Mash Potatoes 
in the microwave per package 
directions. Place the half-and-
half and butter into a 
microwave safe container and 
heat in the microwave until 
xxxx 
 

warmed through about 35 seconds. Mash the potatoes in a large bowl and then add the half-and-half, butter, 
salt and pepper and continue to mash until smooth. Stir in the yolk until well combined. 
 

While the potatoes are cooking, start preparing the meat filling. Place the canola oil into a 12-inch sauté pan 
on medium-high heat. Once the oil shimmers, add the onion and carrots and sauté just until they begin to take 
on color, approximately 3 to 4 minutes.  Add the garlic and stir to combine. Add the ground meat, salt and 
pepper and cook until browned and cooked through approximately 3 minutes.  Sprinkle the meat with the flour 
and toss to coat, continuing to cook for another minute. Add the tomato paste, chicken broth, Worcestershire, 
rosemary, thyme and stir to combine.  Bring to a boil, reduce heat to low, cover and simmer slowly 10 to 12 
minutes or until the sauce is thickened slightly. 
 

Add the corn and peas to the meat mixture and spread evenly into an 11 x 7 glass baking dish. Top with the 
mashed potatoes, spreading around the edges to create a seal (to prevent the mixture from bubbling up) and 
smooth with a rubber spatula. Place on a parchment lined half sheet pan on the middle rack of the oven and 
bake for 25 minutes or just until the potatoes begin to brown. Remove to a cooling rack for at least 15 minutes 
before serving. 
 
 
 

 

 

Serves:  8 servings 

Mountain Recipe 

Debbie’s Shephard’s Pie 

Black Bears are Slowly Coming Back 
In 2018, the Black Bear in Skyline Lakes as well as 
Shenandoah National Park suffered an epidemic of 
mange, caused by a native sarcoptic mite.  This parasitic 
disease allows sarcoptic mites to bury underneath the 
skin, causing an extreme inflammatory immune 
response.  Many died off.  In 2019, residents saw very 
few bears and most had mange.  The Wildlife Center and 
the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
trapped and euthanized several.  By 2020, very few 
residents saw any bears.  Mark Wolsky saw just one, but 
x.    

 

 Recipe Contributor: Debbie Opper, parttime Skyline Lakes resident  
 
 
 

 

it was a large, healthy male.   Rose has seen at least three bears, including a sow with 
cubs in 2021.  So, the bears appear to be slowing coming back to Skyline Lakes. 

Young, healthy bear sighted by 
Rose Long, 2021. 

 
 

Large, healthy bear sighted by 
Mark Wolsky, July 2020.  
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Skyline Lakes 2022 Budget 
 

Overall, the 2022 budget has not changed too much from 2021.  The income was raised from 95% to 96% 
pay rate.  Pay rate is the percentage of owners that pay their fees versus total number of owners.  While the 
cost for the newsletter, QuickBooks online fees and electricity have gone up, rentals fees, website hosting, 
and taxes (tax return preparation) have gone down. 
 

We determined that 32% of owners are paying their fees online but a full 90% of those are paying with a 
credit card, vice a debit card.  SLPA absorbs a 3% transaction fee for credit card payments where there is 
no fee for debit card payments.  Electricity costs skyrocketed in 2021, increasing by 50% for distribution fees. 

 

Lots for Sale 

 

 
Small Wooded Lot for Sale by Owner 

 

E16 - $2,500. Lot is .2587 acres at the corner of Parkline Road 
and Park Trail.  Power runs along the front of the property.   
 

Contact Rick at (540) 860-2817. 
 
 

 

If you would like to advertise your lot/cabin for sale in 
this newsletter and on the website, contact the treasurer 

at: SLPATreasurer@gmail.com.  

 

We ask for a one-time donation of $25 for lot(s) and $50 
for cabins.  Check our website (skylinelakes.org) for the 

most current information. 

Five Wooded Lots for Sale 
 

H39, H44, H45, H46, G16 - $62,000. Total acreage is 6.97. 
Lots are all adjoining and there is access from Price Ridge 
and High Ridge roads.  Power runs along the front of the 
properties on both roads.  Hunting is allowed per the bylaws.   
 

Contact Susan at (540) 810-0648. 
 
 

 

mailto:SLPATreasurer@gmail.com
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Highspeed Internet:  Sign Up Today! 

If you are a fulltime or summer resident or have commercial 
rentals in Skyline Lakes and you do not have broadband / 
internet access, please consider signing up for a special project 
to bring internet access to all Skyline Lakes cabins 
 

All Points Broadband is engaged with its electric utility partners, 
including Shenandoah Valley Electric Cooperative, in several 
large-scale fiber-to-the-home projects in Virginia.  They are 
collecting information from customers in key zones, including 
Skyline Lakes, to ensure universal coverage.  They plan to run 
fiber cables on the existing power lines.  All Point's standard 
FTTH architecture can offer up to 10Gbps service to your cabin!   
 

Simply go to their website and enter your address and answer 
a few questions: https://fiber.allpointsbroadband.com/ 
  

Skyline 

Lakes 

 

SLPA Board Information 

 

Board of Directors 

Gene Skotzko, PRESIDENT 
(703) 939-7624 

eskotzko@verizon.net 
 

Regina Austin, VICE PRESIDENT  
and M&I Co-Chair 

(540) 778-3486 
 

Beth Cayer, SECRETARY 
(540) 778-1427 

bethcayer@hotmail.com 
 

Mary Russell, TREASURER 
(540) 252-5259 

SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 

Jimmy Painter 
(540) 778-3141 

jphunt4ever@aol.com 
 
 

Crystal Liebenow 
(703) 981-0580 

cliebenow@comcast.net 
 

Dave Opper 
(704) 905-1342 

daveopper@gmail.com 

 

Rose Long 
(540) 244-2042 

rlljel01.11.2011@gmail.com 

 

Andy Kent 
(703) 929-2481  

Andy.kandk 
waterproofing@gmail.com  

 

 

Donnie Keyser, M&I Co-Chair 
(540) 742-2948 

donniekeyser@hotmail.com 
 

 

Calendar of Events * 

 

 

Always consult our website for changes to 
our meeting schedule or location.   * 

 

How to Contact SLPA 
 

 Address: SLPA, P.O. Box 427, Stanley, VA 22851 
 
 

 Main E-mail: Board@skylinelakes.org 
 
 

 Website:  https://www.skylinelakes.org/ 
 
 

 Newsletter:  SkylineLakesNewsletter@gmail.com 
 
 

 Treasurer:  SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 
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Each newsletter that is printed and 
mailed cost $3.50 to produce or 

$2,400 per year.  Save the SLPA in 
printing and postage cost.  Look for 

the subscribe box on the website to 
sign up to receive the newsletter 

online.  Those that do not sign up, will 
continue to receive the newsletter via 

USPS.  SkylineLakes.org  

Online Newsletter 
Subscription 

  Tax and  

Bookkeeping  

Service 

 

S D 
714 E Main St, Stanley, VA 22851 

(703) 778-1150 
 

Bookkeeping * Payroll * Fax & Copy Services 

Taxes - Individual, Business & HOAs 

 

SLPATreasurer@gmail.com 

 

 
P. O. Box 427 
Stanley, VA 22851 
 


